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A whole year of having our cake 
and eating it too! 
Photo by Jason Sawatzky Photo styling by David Crosson 


City of Calgary Mayor Al Duerr graciously took time out of 
his busy schedule to speak with Outlooks on this, Our 
anniversary issue. 
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Canada’s first gay MP, Svend Robinson, is celebrating an 

anniversary, too—he came out publicly ten years ago. In 

an exclusive interview, he discusses the political issues ~ 
facing the community, 
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one to get inoculated or apply for a passport, Stonewall 
Connection takes us to Ottawa, a mystic land of sights and 
history. 
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Dear 
Freddy... 


Dear Freddy, 

Try chewing on this! 

Your ‘mate’ has to go out of town to 
‘work’—a job that normally takes one day is 
going to take two this time. Fine. So you 
spend your day off lovingly laundering so that 
he will have a clean collar to wear on his trip. 

The morning of departure arrives and it 
seems he’s so excited that he slips out without 
so much as a lick goodbye. 

Fine; off to work you go, a little let down. 

Now, apparently after you’re gone, he 
returns to the kennel to pack his “overnight 
bag”: leather hood, rope, gags, paddles, no 
condoms and obviously no room (or need) for 
the clean collar. 

So, being the intuitive pup you are, you 
spend two days with that uneasy feeling, but 
rush home from work, all a-wag, to cook him 
a nice big piece of meat on the eve of his 
return. 

Anyway, in he walks in a bizarre excited 
state, to inform you that he just had “the 
greatest time” (without you) at a totally 
unplanned “leather party,” including 
dungeon, with seven guys! But he didn’t do 
anything. 

Any comments? 

Cropped Out in Cowtown 


Dear Cropped Out, 

Judging by the length of your letter and 
your mate’s peculiar packing list, it sounds 
like the muzzle went with the wrong mutt. 
Far be it for me to explain the obvious (I 
will—you’re not an Irish Setter by any 
chance, are you?) but it sounds like matey’s 
going walkies without you. Never mind. 


Wipe that hang-dog (hung- 
dog?) expression off 
your face and set out to 
sniff the hydrants. 
Surely an individual like 
you, possessed of such 
evident and unfettered charms, will find many 
other bones on which to chew. 
Bon Voyage, 
Freddy 


Write to me, dears! = 
All letters become the property of Outlooks and are subject to editing. 
Write to: Dear Freddy, c/o Outlooks, Box 439, Suite 100, 
1039 17th Ave. S.W. Calgary, AB T2T 0B2, = 
or e-mail to dougalld @cadvision.com 
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Oh! What a year 


by Roy Heale 

Thirteen full moons, twelve turns of the 
calendar’s pages and too many working 
weekends to count; what makes a first 
anniversary so special? Perhaps for all of us 
at Outlooks, the realization of a dream is 
uppermost in our minds with this, our 
anniversary issue. Just over a year ago, 
more than twenty talented individuals came 
together for the first time with a common 
purpose—to publish Alberta’s first gay 
newspaper with a difference. The difference 
being that it could and would be read by all 
Albertans looking for more information and 
understanding of Alberta’s gay and lesbian 
citizens. 

Along the way we’ve received a great 
deal of help, advice, community feedback 
and support. Throughout the year, guest 
columnists have lent their talents and 
creativity to Outlooks. They have gleaned a™ 
unique perspective on gay life in Alberta. 
We thank Senator Ron Ghitter, Liberal MLA 
and human rights critic Gary Dickson, 
Conservative Steve McDonough, and 
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Southam journalist Catherine Ford. These 
uniquely different words and thoughts have 
inspired many of our readers. 

In addition, our conversations with 
local, national, and international celebrities 
have illuminated some of their innermost 
feelings to provide our readers with 
inspiration. For finding time to spend with 
our columnists, we thank Brian Orser, Mark 
Tewksbury, Ken Kostick, Dave Rutherford, 


‘Brenda Finley, David Tarrant, Edmonton 


City Councillor Michael Phair, and Alberta 
NDP leader Pam Barrett. We especially 
thank Calgary Police Chief Christine 
Silverberg for bucking _ political 
consideration and not only talking to 
Outlooks but for gracing the cover of our 
November issue. A bold move for any high- 
ranking Albertan! In this, our anniversary 
issue, we thank Mayor Al Duerr and Svend 
Robinson for taking a moment and speaking 
to our readers. 

Outside of these special features, our 
team of regular columnists in Calgary, 
Edmonton, Vancouver and Toronto work 
hard each and every month to entertain and 
inform you. Coupled with the editorial 
direction, photography, graphic design, 
layout, production and distribution, over 


“twenty talented and hard-working people 


unite in their spare time (almost without 
exception, everyone involved with Outlooks 
has a money-making full-time job 
elsewhere) to bring you a monthly reading 
highlight. We thank them all for their 
loyalty, dedication, and inspiration. Most 
importantly we thank our advertisers for 
sharing a dream and making it possible for 
this free newspaper to circulate across 


Canada. Please support our advertisers and 
help to keep Outlooks alive. 

And if you think that Outlooks is just 
for Albertans, here’s a surprise. In addition 
to our national distribution, the Outlooks 
website receives over 20,000 visitors per 
month from around the world. Watch for the 
entire newspaper to be available on the Web. 

Borrowing words from Rent, how do 
you measure the length of a year? How 
many daylights, sunsets, or midnights? How 
about love, the seasons of love? In total, 
525,600 minutes filled with the opportunity 
to realize your dreams. Thank you for being 
a part of this reality. We all look forward to 
many more anniversaries to come. 


CHRISTINE SILVERBERG 


OLYMPIC FIGURE SKATER 
BRIAN ORSER 


Insurance: the essential investment 


“| feel stupid. | feel lost. But l’ma 
lot wiser. | have to see rebuilding 
as just another interesting 
challenge in my life.” 

—Unidentified, uninsured former resident of 
the Lorraine Apartments 

In light of the recent fire at Calgary’s 
Lorraine. Apartments — (and the 
subsequent insurance crisis many 
enants faced) Ou7looks decided it was 
ime to alert the community fo the pros 
and...well, pros of rental dwelling 
policies. Former insurance agent David 
Freeman, torn by professional cynicism 
and personal compassion, agreed to 
explore the options for protecting 
oneself in the event of “the home fires” 
burning out of control. 
by David Freeman 

Insurance is purchased to protect you 
from catastrophes where you risk losing 
everything you own through no fault of 
your own. The proceeds will never give 
you more than you had to begin with, but 
should put you back in the same position 
you were prior to the incident, As ex- 
Lorraine resident Andrew Clelland—one of 
the few insured tenants in the building— 
quipped, policy payment “can never replace 
your most cherished possessions, but it 
certainly helps ease the pain. Plus, you 
have the added bonus of knowing that any 
previous fashion mistakes are gone 
forever.” 

All insurance policies have deductibles 
which, simply put, is your contribution to a 
loss before the insurance policy. kicks in. 
Deductibles in place to. prevent 
frivolous claims such as losing a $200.00 
coat or misplacing a favorite ring... Most 
homeowners have policies on their houses 
and properties because if they have a 
mortgage, the bank requires them to have 
insurance in place before any mortgage 
monies are released. No one tells a renter 
he or she should have insuranee but it is 
available to tenants and is quite reasonably 
priced. Tenant’s insurance provides fire 
and theft coverage for all of the belongings 
in your apartment. It also covers any of 
your belongings removed temporarily from 
the apartment. This means that luggage on 
a vacation, property in your car or items of 
yours temporarily stored at another location 
are covered on your policy. This, of course, 
is subject to the deductible on your policy. 
Tenant’s insurance also covers legal 
liability you might have as a result of your 
This means that if it is your 
cigarette which starts a fire that burns down 
an entire house or apartment building, then 
you personally are protected from the 
owner of the building who will most likely 
sue for damages. You know the old saying 
“you can’t get blood out of a stone?” Well, 
it sometimes takes lawyers a lot of time to 
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actions. 
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prove to another insurance company that 
you have no money. Your future earnings 
could be eaten up without this coverage just 
by paying your lawyer to protect you. 
Liability coverage on tenant’s packages 
normally starts at $1,000,000.00 protection. 
This amount can be increased for a greater 
premium. Your policy will pay for any 
legal fees you may have to pay in protecting 
yourself or proving your innocence if you 
are accused of causing a fire in your 
building. In some apartments, your lease 
will state that you are responsible for glass 
breakage. That can amount to a lot of 
money if you shatter a plate glass window 
with your vacuum cleaner or by ducking to 
miss that chair your partner just threw at 
you in. a “domestic” situation. Usually for 
about $10.00 per year you can add glass 
breakage protection to your policy. 

Another good feature to have on your 
policy.is a “water damage” clause. This 
means that if you forget to shut off the 
bathroom faucet, go to work and return to 
an apartment full of water and ruined 
furniture, you have coverage. In addition, 
your liability would protect you from irate 
neighbors whose suites you also ruined. 
This is another low-cost addition to your 
policy. All policies have specified limits for 
certain items such as jewelry, bikes, works 
of art, or heirloom articles. To get proper 
coverage for such things you need to advise 
your insurance broker of these kinds of 
items, provide him or her with bills of sale, 
appraisals, or very complete descriptions of 
the item. These belongings are then 
scheduled on the policy with a set value 
attributed to them. You will be charged 
additional premium to protect these items 
for the value you set on them. 

How do you determine how much 
insurance you need? That is sometimes a 
hard question. Do you shop at Zellers or 
Holt Renfrew? Do you have a lifetime of 
articles in your apartment or are you just 
starting out? What you need to do is go 
from room to room and calculate how much 
each item cost or how much it would be to 
replace. Ten years worth of clothes that are 
“too good to throw out” have a value, as do 
all the individual items in your kitchen. 
What about sheets and blankets and towels? 
After totalling everything you will be 
surprised to discover what it would cost you 
to set up your home again if you had a fire. 
Another good idea is to videotape your 
home and keep that tape and your property 
list somewhere away from where you live. 
It’s amazing how seeing your apartment on 
the screen after a serious fire will jog your 
memory as you are writing down a list of 
lost items for an insurance adjuster. One 
other major advantage of tenants’ insurance 
is that it not only covers you for fire but for 
theft too! You might not think you will 


have a fire in your apartment but surely you 
can imagine someone breaking into your 
home while you are gone, or into your car 
when it’s unattended. These losses are 
covered subject to your deductible. 

How much does tenant’s coverage 
cost? This varies depending on the 
insurance company, the type of building 
you live in, and how much coverage you'll 
need. Mary Ann Storey of Clay-Robinson 
Insurance Brokers was very helpful in 
giving me information on tenant’s policies. 
For example, a $30,000.00 tenant’s 
package, including comprehensive 
coverage for fire and theft, with a $500.00 
deductible in a fire resistive building (high 
tise) costs $169.00 per year. This would 
include $1,000,000.00. personal liability 
coyerage. The same coverage in a walkup 
of 1-6 units would be $206.00/year and if 
you insure a rented single-family dwelling 
the coverage would be $181.00/year. 
Installment payments on tenants’ packages 
are not usually possible unless the premium 
is over $200.00 per year. It never hurts to 
discuss your*finances with your agent. 
Sometimes they will help you by letting 
you pay over time by post dated cheques. 

What happens if you are single and 
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living with a friend? How does your 
coverage work? Mary Ann recommends 
that.same-sex couples make sure that both 
names are on the policy as named insureds. 
There is no distinction in common-law 
relations between a man and a woman or 
same-sex couples.. The one company she 
checked on. required common-law 
relationships to be in place for three years. 
Other companies’ rules may vary and you 
can find out by asking. If you are simply in 
a roommate situation, you should each have 
your own policy—this is to protect you 
from the liability of your roommate’s 
actions (i.e. he burns down the building and 
you get sued because you live there too). 

How do you choose an insurance 
broker? Ask your friends who’ they’re 
insured with, talk to your parents and ask 
your employer if they have any special 
arrangement with an insurance company to 
provide coverage for employees. Call 
agencies near your home, ask some 
questions and always tell the truth. If they 
don’t want to deal with you because you are 
in a same-sex relationship, go somewhere 
else. There are many agents and companies 
out there who value our business and 
recognize our lives. 


ellular: 804-2886 
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Happy Hour: 7 to 9 pm ° Dance Party until 2 am 
Advance Ticket Price: $5.00 At The Door: $10.00 


Price includes: 
¢ Entry into a cash draw of $250.00 
(attendance at party not required to win} 
¢ Cash prize for best overall Mardi Gras costume 
¢ Cash prize for sexiest Mardi Gras dresser 
¢ Free Bertram’s Jambalaya 
& Rook's Ragin’ Cajun Hot Wings 
¢ Zombie and Hurricane drink specials 
* Roxy The Voodoo Lady 
* 50/50 draws ° meat draws °« door prizes 


For information or tickets call 
Jo at 291-1313 or Terry at 228-6381 
or inquire at one of your favorite gay bars 


High energy music and effects 
by Underground's 
DJ Vitamin C 


y March 2 21, 1998 
Sponsored by Lizbatt 


Bridgeland Commenity Association 
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In. Out. Eat. Ant. 


by Alex Alexander 

Happy March! What’s an ‘Ide’ 
anyway, dears? Things here in Vancouver 
are rocking and rolling. The long rainy 
winter is over, although thanks to that 
wacky Spanish weather thing it’s not really 
been all that long or all that rainy. I’m 
writing this near the beginning of February 
and it’s 16 above. This is Canada? 

The spandex and Gore-Tex folk are 
already very active, the mountain bike 
trails are crowded, the kayaks are thick on 
the bay, and the roller blades are gleaming 
on every street corner. 

Found some very cool bike trails near 
the University of British Columbia in what 
is called the Pacific Spirit Park. There are 
miles of trails through the woods for both 
beginners and the more advanced. Mud 
splashes this time of year are frequent, as 
are sightings of hunky university boys out 
for a ride. 

If this sort of outdoorsiness is your 
thing, here’s something to consider. Out & 
About is an organization for mostly men 
that plans skiing, hiking, biking, skating, 


and other such excursions. In March, you 
could join these Grizzly Adams types for a 
ski weekend to Manning Park March 6 
through 8th, a day ski trip to Cypress Bowl 
on March 15, or ice skating on Saint 
Patrick’s Day, March 17. A few of the 
events this group organizes involve fees, 
but only for equipment rentals, food and 
lift tickets...the organization is volunteer- 
based and doesn’t make a profit from its 
events. For more information on any of 
these events in March, call Randy at (604) 
524-5347. 


For the women, there is Gaia 
Adventures. Hiking and biking and 


birdwatching excursions range from easy 
to challenging, and are yours for a small 
fee ($69 for most day trips, which includes 
transportation from downtown Vancouver, 
lunch, naturalist, guide and taxes.) This 
organization also arranges custom tours for 
groups of three or more with a minimum 24 
hour notice. Custom include 
daypack, raingear, lunch and transportation 
for $150 per person. There are three 
different day trips planned for March: one 
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IN THE NEWS: Registrations pouring in for 
Canadian GALA Choruses: Festival ‘98 


From May 15 to 18, 1998, the 
Edmonton Vocal Minority will be hosting 
the largest gathering of lesbigay choruses 
in Canadian history—Canadian GALA 
Choruses: Festival °98. 

To date, Festival “98 has received 
over 410 registrations. It is expected that 
more members of Canadian choruses will 
continue to register. Organizers anticipate 
welcoming several U.S. members of the 
GALA Board of Directors and some of 
the San Jose, California organizers of the 
GALA Choruses Festival 2000—the 
worldwide festival that Calgary bid for 
and lost. 

Festival “98 will be four days of 
rehearsals, concerts, workshops, feasting, 
and painting the town pink. The Festival 
will feature: MP Svend Robinson; the wit 


of playwright Brad Fraser; the passion of 
singers/songwriters Heather Bishop and 
David Sereda; the striking poignancy of 
dancer Brian Webb with artist Peter 
Field;and the life-changing power of 
hundreds of lesbians, gay men, family and 
friends uniting in song and purpose. 

The $100 registration fee includes 


MAY 15 


admission to four performances—the 
opening Multimedia Extravaganza, 
Festival Concerts I and II, and the Festival 
“98 Finale. It also includes the opening 
reception, two Festival breakfasts, 
administrators’ workshops, Festival 
Chorus rehearsals, and Festival gift 
packages. Registration for participation 
in the Festival is open until! May 1. 

However, other deadlines are fast 
approaching. April 15 is the deadline for 
reservations at the Sheraton Hotel at the 
Festival rate of $85 for a 
occupancy, $95 triple. and $105 quad. 
Reservations can be made after this date, 
but the standard hotel rate will be charged. 
To reserve a room, call the Sheraton at 1- 
800-263-9030. 

April 15 is also the deadline for 
reservations in the Festival Gift Shop, the 
Trade Fair Booth, and for community 
housing. 

For more -information, visit the 
Festival website at <http://www.planet. 
eon.net/~harris/festival98/> 
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on thel4th—tlisted as ‘challenging’—that 
involves Hiking the Chief (the great rock 
mass that towers over Highway 99 just 
south of Squamish), an easy hike ‘round 
Killarney Lake on the 21st, and a bike and 
birding trip on Boundary. Bay March 29th. 
Call (604) 875-0066 for details. 

For the more sedentary, ve found a 
great restaurant this month called Diva at 
the Met, so named as it is attached to the 
lobby of the Metropolitan Hotel across the 
street from the Four Seasons downtown. 
Slabs of glass and plain-varnished wood 
create the oh-so-current deconstructed 
elegance that is de rigeur for any 
fashionable gathering place these days. 
Diva at the Met was just named one of the 
top restaurants in North America by 
Gourmet magazine, and they deserve it. 
Smoking is allowed in the little lounge area 
but not in the restaurant proper, and the 
menu (starting at about $19 for an entree) is 
one of those complicated things that can 
have you reading for an hour trying to 
decide what to eat. We had lobster served 
on sea bass in a pool of some sort of sauce 
and it was remarkable to look at and even 
more remarkable to eat. The stilton 
cheesecake is another favorite. Great wine 
list. Great service. Clear the credit card 
balance and go! 

If you need a musical excuse to visit 
the coast, here are a few to choose from. 
Guitar plucking and the craft of song- 
writing are clearly center stage with Steve 
Earl at THE RAGE Wednesday March 11th 
with tickets from TicketMaster (604) 280- 
4444, Remember Copperhead Road? 

Call (604) 280-3311 for information 
on, and tickets to, the Vancouver Opera 
production of Puccini's La Boheme, 
Saturday March 21st through April 4th at 
the Queen Liz. Opera buffs can skip the 
rest of this paragraph, but for those of you 
who don’t memorize libretti, the basic 
story is this: four artists share an attic 


apartment. Two of them fall in love with 
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live with them, 


people who don’t 
lighthearted escapades ensue, they argue a 
lot, then sit around and remember how 
great it was when everything was happy 
and peppy and bursting with love. One of 


the aforementioned love interests is 
announced as being close to death, so they 
bring her over and make her comfortable. 
They all have a great time together, 
reunited in tragedy. The nearly-dead one 
dies, then everyone wails and cries and 
screams. It’s a great show. And Vancouver 
Opera does it justice. Bring kleenex and 
someone to squeeze. 

March 22nd is the Juno Awards, call 
the aforementioned number again for 
tickets, and call (604) 873-3311 for tickets 
and information on the Vancouver 
International Wine Festival at the Trade 
and Convention Centre, which runs from 
March 30 to April Sth. 

The visual arts are having a heyday 
this month too, with JIANGNAN, one of 
the largest visual arts events ever to take 
place in Vancouver. This city-wide 
exhibition and symposium project brings 
over 30 Chinese contemporary artists and 
art historians to the city. There’s a lecture 
series, symposium, and exhibitions at 
galleries all over town. For information 
contact (604) 876-9343. 

Outdoor pursuits, restaurant, opera and 
art. Sounds like a merry month to me. 

—A. 


Attention Vancouverites! 


Free publicity! 

Alex will write about your upcoming event 
or function for Outlooks. Increase your 
exposure to frequent Vancouver visitors. 
Call (604) 689-2807 for details, or fax 
information to (604) 662-7528. 


SATURDAY COUNTRY & WESTERN DANCING 


10116-124 Street, 
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by John Coulbourn 

“Now is the 
discontent...” 

It was Shakespeare who first strung 
those words together, and I’ve always 
been fascinated by the chilly images they 
evoke. 

I mean, here in Canada, winter alone 
is hard enough to take, but a ‘winter of our 
discontent’ seems somehow even harsher 
than the snow-rimmed vistas that fill our 
vision for what seems like half the year. 

I’ve even tried to figure out what this 
winter would be like. 

Something beyond a funk or a snit, 
for sure, and definitely something more 
sustained than—although maybe not as 
tall as—a towering rage. 

And when would it fall? 

Not during summer surely, because 
discontent is an itchy feeling so how 
would you know it wasn’t hives? Not in 
the winter, when it takes something like 
fury to warm you. And who could be 
discontented in spring, when everything 
seems so new and cheerful and so bloody 
possible? Or in the fall, for that matter, 
when everybody seems too drunk on 
melancholy to bother with something as 


winter of our 


disco-underground 


19345-1094 st 426-3150 
private member's eli) 


¢ 


Everything but the plumbing 


intrusive as discontent. 

Then ten years ago, this year, I met a 
man, and I’ve had a winter of discontent 
every year since. 

No, it’s not what you’re thinking. 

The man I met was—is—wonderful. 
In fact, he’s perfect in every way, save his 
appalling taste in men, which apparently 
runs to somewhat overweight journalists 
with hairpin tempers and opinions on 
absolutely everything. 

Needless to say, we’ve been together 
ever since. 

We’ve done a lot in that decade— 
travelled, changed cities and bought a 
house that’s now filled with an eclectic 
mix of stuff that long ago ceased to be his 
or mine and became ours instead. 

We’ve laughed and we’ve fought— 
well, at least I’ve raged and he’s put up 
with it. 

He’s learned that there is a particular 
shade of blue in the sky that is always 
Alberta blue, regardless of where that sky 
is and I’ve learned that there is a unique 
breed of diner—greasy spoons he calls 
eat-it-and-beat-its—where the food is 
fabulous and cheap. 

Of course, considering the times we 
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live in, we’ ve buried too many friends but 
we ve done it together. He’s sustained me 
through the death of both my parents and 
I’ve watched him—a lump the size of a 
cannonball in my throat—as he closed up 
his childhood home when it became too 
much for his parents. 

I don’t know when it dawned on 
either of us that he and I had miraculously 
become us, but we have, gratefully and 
happily, and we have no doubt that we’ll 
go on being us for a good, long time, may 
it please the fates and furies. 

Which leads, inevitably, to the winter 
of our discontent, which, by this point, 
you probably thought I’d forgotten. 

Not bloody likely—because I’ve 
learned that for gays like us, the winter of 
our discontent falls at this same time 
every year, which happens to be, (not 
entirely coincidentally) tax time. 

Being men of a certain age, you see, 
we are trying to lay the groundwork for 
our future beyond retirement, which is 
something every family should do. 

The problem, of course, is that while 
we know we're family and the courts 
to know we are family, the 
government says we’re not. 


seem 


And despite no end of political 
promises to change the way they see us, 


the politicians quickly forget those 
promises once an election has been won 
and some redneck starts screaming about 
sin and sodomites and the whole ball of 
wax. 

So the whole issue of pensions, 
spousal RRSPs, income balancing and the 
like languishes in limbo, with one set of 
rules for Paul and Polly Polyester and 
another for us. 

Spiritually, in every significant way, 
we are family—love, respect, support, 
compassion—and all we ask is the same 
ability to take care of each other that every 
other family has—now and for the rest of 
our lives. 

The rest is simply plumbing. 

John Coulbourn is a native Albertan 
who lived for many years in Calgary. He 
now makes his home in Toronto, where 
he covers the performing arts for the 
Toronto Sun. 
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Mayor Duerr speaks out 


MAYOR AL DUERR 
by Outlooks staff 

Mayor Duerr is the longest serving 
mayor in the history of the City of 
Calgary. Many say he is Calgary’s 
biggest asset on the global stage. His 
quiet and thoughtful demeanor is 
legendary. He has enjoyed many 
landslide victories and is hugely popular 
with almost every community in the city. 
In an exclusive interview, Outlooks spoke 
with the mayor about his relationship 
with the gay community, the highs and 
lows of political life, and his future plans. 

Outlooks: Explain the process, if 
you will, that led to the 1991 civic 
proclamation of Gay Pride Week and also 
why it hasn’t happened again? 

Mayor Duerr: It [the proclamation] 
was based upon information that was 
presented to us. The polls showed that 
the majority of people supported this. 
Well, what I think, is that the polls 
showed that most people believe in 
equitable treatment. But, there was a 
huge reaction against [the 
proclamation]—in fact, a lot of people, 
and I wouldn’t call them homophobic in 
any way, were saying “I don’t want a 
special declaration. I don’t want that 
declaration.” The reaction was intense. 
The City’s policy, our written policy— 
and this policy was in effect before 
199|]—was that proclamations would be 
for things that are generally accepted by 
the community as a whole, and not 
divisive issues within the community. 

The policy has applied to other issues 
in the community for the same reason we 
do not do pro-life or pro-choice 
proclamations. If you do one, you must 
do the other. People feel very strongly 
about these issues. The concept of 
proclamation policy is for things like 
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Cancer Week, the Year of the Cowboy 
and so on. And so every year I get the 
request, I say no. Some people don’t like 
it but this is the policy. 

Outlooks: More recently, you took a 
great deal of heat from the gay 
community again over the GALA 2000 
issue. What happened? 

Mayor Duerr: I dealt with the 
GALA 2000 request in the same way I try 
to deal with other issues. I get requests to 
support gay games, gay rodeo and the 
like. And while I know many people 
within the gay community and can call 
them my friends, I don’t believe that we 
should differentiate one another on the 
basis of sexuality. I’m not saying for a 
minute that people shouldn’t have these 
events, but when you ask the mayor to 
write a letter of support, I am further 
reinforcing a differentiation. By writing a 
letter of support, in essence I am saying 
we should look at this person or group of 
people as different and apart. I personally 
think that is wrong. So much of what we 
do in society tries to differentiate people, 
whether it’s on the basis of language, 
color, race and so on. This differentiation 
is the foundation of the discrimination 
that has occurred. So when I am asked as 
the mayor to differentiate in that way, I 
believe that | am very subtly contributing 
to that potential for discrimination. 
That’s my position. Now some people 
will disagree with this but that is my 
position and I’m not afraid to articulate it 
and I’m not afraid to say to people that is 
what I believe. The point is, my personal 
position has never changed. I have said 
publicly many times I believe absolutely 
in equal rights and equal treatment. My 
record, and that of The City of Calgary as 
an employer speaks for itself. We have 


had equity policies in place for years. 
Other jurisdictions have not, but we have 
and we did it because it was the right 
thing to do. 

Outlooks: Why, then, the perception 
that you are a homophobic mayor? 

Mayor Duerr: People get frustrated 
and often, I don’t think, really try to 
understand my perspective on this issue. 
It’s not anti-anybody. I think if anything 
by me saying that I don’t want to treat the 
gay community differently—that I don’t 
want to differentiate—should reinforce 
the principle of equality. I know business 
people and athletes, for example, who are 
gay. To me, that is irrelevant. They are 
athletes and business people. You will 
find people in every aspect of this 
community who are gay. By politicizing 
one’s differences, I think you subtly 
reinforce someone’s right to differentiate 
on that basis and I think that is wrong. I 
don’t treat any of the gay community 
differently than I would treat the rest of 
the community. The practice at City Hall 
has been very clearly to treat everybody 
as equals. 

I hope that the philosophical 
foundation from which I operate—which 
is non-discriminatory—speaks for itself. 
Not everybody will agree with me but I 
also accept that. I have found in politics 
that it doesn’t matter sometimes what I 
say or do, people who are frustrated with 
a larger environmental circumstance use 
me as a target. I know that there are 
frustrations with the issue of equality in 
other jurisdictions. I understand why 
people feel the way they do. 
Unfortunately people who will write me 
off as mayor because of their perception 
of me will not be there and 
be supportive on _ those 
issues that I have to deal 
with on an everyday basis. 
Transportation is a good 
example. Why are we 
giving 90 cents on the 
dollar of our fuel tax to the 
Province so that they can 
spread it around the 
Province? Why are we the 
cash cow for Alberta? How 
do we get that message out? 
When enough people start 
talking about it. Right now, 
part of this tension between 
the city and the Province is 
because it’s not just Al 
Duerr talking about it. It’s 
other people as well. 


There are other 
examples. We just met 
with the Province this 


morning on the prevention 
of family violence. 


Interestingly enough, our definition of 
what constitutes a family unit is very 
inclusive—the Province’s is not. We're 
fighting the battle and yet there are 
people in this community who are not 
because they have written me off. We 
deal with many issues on a daily basis 
that should be of interest to all members 
of the community, gay or not. The gay 
community gets caught in the same 
traffic—there is a zero percent housing 
vacancy rate. But this is not just a gay 
housing issue. This is a housing issue. 
We need all Calgarians to get involved in 
these issues but we never seem to have 
these kinds of discussions. 

Outlooks: What is the best part 
about being the mayor? 

Mayor Duerr: I get this question 
asked by kids all the time. I try to visit 
about four schools a week. The best part 
of the job is the people I meet and what I 
learn from them. It’s really quite fun 
when I tell kids that I have had dinner 
with the Queen or that I have met Wayne 
Gretzky. The kids all go Wow! And I tell 
the kids, “but you know, there are other 
people that are just as incredible. They 
are working at the Mustard Seed, at 
CUPS, and at the Drop-In Centre. They 
are working with the poorest of poor. In 
this job you get to meet great people from 
all walks of life.” 

Outlooks: What is the worst part of 
being mayor? 

Mayor Duerr: The unfairness. 
When you are in a political environment, 
it can often be very unfair. The media, for 
example, don’t consider that what they 
say or write can often be very hurtful to 
one’s family. A lot of people don’t 
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consider that when they beat up on a 
politician that his or her children are 
going to go to school the next day and are 
going to get razzed for something they 
had nothing to do with or even know 
about. I haven’t experienced this, but I 
know other politicians who _ have. 
Politicians may be fair game, but their 
families are not. So that part of it can be 
really frustrating and sometimes hurtful. 

For example, I have been accused of 
doing absolutely nothing over the CFB 
Calgary move. I was accused of making 
the deal because I was running for federal 
politics. None of that was true. I have 
done more than any politician—including 
the local federal ones—on this issue. I 
went to Ottawa three times; I invited the 
minister here and in fact, I, the minister 
and the premier met in this office with 
four generals. Unfortunately to no avail. 
But some in the media don’t want to be 
confused by the facts. The good part of 
all this, however, is that the vast majority 
of people see through this. 

Outlooks: How do you balance your 
gruelling schedule with family life? 

Mayor Duerr: One of the things I 


had to come to realize is that if I was_ 


going to be a good mayor, I first had to be 
a good father and husband. If I am not a 
good husband and father, I shouldn’t be 
mayor. I had to come to that realization. 
At first, I tried to be all things to all 
people. I was everywhere. I was doing 
everything. I had the best intentions and 
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I was always going to spend time with my 
kids and my wife. But I wasn’t doing it. 
Frankly, the first couple of years were 
really tough on the family. The good part 
is that I’ve reached the point now where 
people understand that if I don’t show up 
to every event it is not taken as an 
indication that I don’t care. I’ve got great 
staff who have helped me get to that 
point. I try to live a lifestyle similar to 
average Calgarians. I do basic things that 
other people have to do. I go to Home 
Depot, shop, do yard work—pretty basic 
stuff! 

Outlooks: Where do you _ see 
yourself in five years? And also, tell 
Outlooks readers why they should vote 
for you. 

Mayor Duerr: In five years, there is 
a good chance that I’ll be in the private 
sector. There is an election this fall and I 
haven't absolutely made up my mind but 
there is a reasonably good chance I will 
run again because of the challenge. If 
you would have asked me a year or year 
and a half ago, I would have said no 
because I was in a been-there-done-that 
mode. But now, it’s a fascinating time to 
be mayor. 

Why would people vote for me? 
Hopefully just because they think I have 
done a good job. Because I’m sincere 
and bring a _ thoughtful approach. 
Because I love this city and the people in 
it. 
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Ten years 


ND ROBINSON 


by Cindy Filipenko 

Canada’s first openly gay MP, Svend Robinson 
(Burnaby-Douglas) spoke with Outlooks on the tenth 
anniversary of his public coming-out. Speaking from his 
Vancouver home, Robinson reflected on the changes he’s 
seen as a gay man and parliamentarian. 


Outlooks: What are the most important pieces of 


legislation for gays and lesbians that you’ve seen during 
your time as an MP? 

Robinson: First of all, this is a very significant month 
for me because it’s the tenth anniversary of my coming out. 
It was in February 1988 that I came out publically. So 
when I look back over the last decade and beyond, there 
are three or four particular accomplishments in Parliament 
that have strengthened our community. Probably the most 
significant was the Charter of Rights. 

I was actually a member of the committee that drafted 
the Constitution and focused particularly on The Charter 
and fought hard to have Section 15 open-ended. I moved 
an amendment to include sexual orientation, but we didn’t 
get that. The next best thing was leaving it open so that in 
the future, judges might interpret it to include sexual 
orientation. The Justice Minister at the time was Jean 
Chretien. 

We fought and won that battle. And now, of course, 
the Supreme Court of Canada has ruled that our 
Constitution in Section 15 prohibits discrimination based 
on sexual orientation. And we are one of the only countries 
in the world where the Constitution clearly prohibits 
discrim-ination. So that’s by far the most significant 
development. 

Legislatively, the amendment to the Canadian Human 
Rights Act to include sexual orientation, hate-crimes 
provisions in the Criminal Code; and on the policy front, 
significant movement on the recognition of our 
relationships. Immigration is one example [where] we 
haven’t moved far enough. But we do have a policy in 
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place under which my own partner, for example, became a 
landed immigrant having come here from Cuba. I think 
those are the most significant legislative developments. 

In human terms, I think the most significant 
development over the time I’ve been in Parliament has 
been the devastation of the epidemic of AIDS. 

Outlooks: In BC, the provincial government is 
bringing legislation such as The Family Act into 
accordance with The Human Rights Act. Do you anticipate 
that other provinces will follow suit? Or do you think there 
will be pressure for BC to rescind these changes? 

Robinson: We're not going to go backwards in British 
Columbia. ’'m very proud of our leadership. In fact, in 
redefining ‘spouse’, B.C. is probably leading the world. 
Now ‘spouse’ can be used in defining our relationships. 
Similarly, in explicitly allowing gay and lesbian families to 
adopt, even Denmark [which has allowed ‘Registered 
Partnership’ of gay couples since 1987] has not moved that 
far. British Columbia is really leading the way on this 
front. I don’t expect the other provinces or the federal 
government to follow soon. 

In a province like Alberta, we’re still fighting for basic 
human rights protection. I am absolutely confident that 
The Supreme Court of Canada will vigorously and 
forcefully overturn the Neanderthal judgment of the 
Alberta Court of Appeal in Delwin Vriend’s case. So we'll 
win that and the Individual Rights and Protections Act will 
be amended. I have no doubt about that. 

But it’s going to take longer to have our relationships 
recognized across the country. 

Outlooks: Do you think now that gay marriage cases 
are being fought in the courts in Vermont and Hawaii that 
this will have any impact on Canada? 

Robinson: | don’t think that, per se, will have much 
of an effect because we don’t tend to pay attention to 
what’s going on in America. I think that certainly this is an 
issue that government is going to have to address, but also 
that our communities will have to address. 

For example, I’ve announced that I am tabling a bill in 
the House of Commons within the next few weeks that 
would amend federal legislation to recognize gay and 
lesbian marriages. Liberal MP Tom Wappel recently tabled 
legislation to do exactly the opposite — to specifically deny 
recognition of our right to marry. It’s similar to the Defense 
of Marriage Act in the United States. 

I believe profoundly that for those in our community 
who want the option of marriage, that it should be 
available. For those who reject it as being patriarchal and 
irrelevant, let them do so. It will be a longer struggle for 
[gay marriage legislation] because even within our own 
communities there’s significant debate and division as to 
whether or not that should be a legislative priority. 

Outlooks: What do you see as the biggest threat to 
gay and lesbian rights in Canada at this point? 

Robinson: | don’t underestimate the growing strength 
of the Religious Right. We see its power in America. I 
think it’s a growing influence in Canada. We see it in 
places like Surrey [a municipality in B.C.] where they have 
captured control of the school board and have banned 
books. And we see it certainly in Alberta and a number of 
other jurisdictions. 

We can’t take our progress for granted. Recently, for 
example, in Maine, there was a referendum which 
eliminated human rights protection for gays and lesbians in 
that state. They overturned existing legislation —I find that 
deeply troubling. So we can’t take our gains for granted in 
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Canada. We’ve got to be vigilant. We’ve got to be 
prepared to name our enemies and confront them. 

Outlooks: Since there’s strength in numbers, what 
coalitions should gays and lesbians look at getting 
involved with? 

Robinson: That’s a tough question. I think what 
we've got to do is look at who’s attacking us as 
communities, and then identify who else those forces are 
attacking. For example, when we look at the Religious 
Right they’re fundamentally anti-feminist, so I think we 
have to recognize that our movement has got to be about 
equality, and equality without boundaries. 

We as gay men have to be far more visible and vocal 
on issues that are priority concerns for women and 
specifically our lesbian sisters — issues like breast cancer, 
pay equity, freedom of choice on abortion, violence and 
sexual harassment. Too often gay men are silent on these 
issues. We don’t have the luxury of division on those 
issues and on fighting racism, on issues of equality for 
people with disabilities — certainly I speak with some 
personal perspective on those issues now. We have to work 
together. 

This right-wing corporate agenda is rolling back much 
of the progress we’ve made. It’s rolling back funding for 
AIDS. It’s attacking funding for health care. It’s 
promoting a two-tier funding and in many instances it’s 
fundamentally racist. 

Outlooks: You mentioned that this is the tenth 
anniversary of your public coming-out. How has this 
affected your life? 

Robinson: You can’t be the same human being. I feel 
incredibly privileged to have been able to take that step. 
Personally it’s changed my life, but also politically. To be 
able to be open about who I am, as an out and proud gay 
man and to represent Burnaby as a community. And Cindy, 
you know Burnaby, I’ve said it many times — Burnaby is 
not the West End. [The West End is viewed as Vancouver’s 
gay ghetto.j 

[Burnaby] is a suburban middle-class and working- 
class and, increasingly, ethnically diverse community. To 
be able to go into high schools in my riding and give some 
extra strength and hope to young lesbians and gay men and 
bisexuals and to be able to travel across the country and 
speak out for equality — not in an abstract way but in very 
personal terms — is wonderful. 

Recently, to talk about my relationship and the love of 
my partner Max, and how that was life-sustaining for me, 
and to be able to put a human face on our relationships has 
been incredibly empowering for me. 

Cindy Filipenko is a Vancouver-based writer and 
editor. 


Svend Robinson Facts: 


¢ Member of the NDP since 1966 

* Past president of BC Young New Democrats 

¢ Studied science and law at UBC 

* First elected to House of Commons in 1979 : 

* Honourary director of BC and Ottawa Civil Liberties 
Associations e 


* Active in environmental and “dying bid dignity” 
movements 


¢ Became first openly-gay MP in 1988 

° Has never been defeated in his Burnaby Douglas 
riding 

¢ Sustained serious injuries to ankle and j Jaw in hiking 
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by Darren McInnes 

Love is in the air, everywhere I look 
around. Love is in the air, every sight and 
every sound. And I don’t know if I’m being 
foolish, don’t know if I’m being wise, but 
there’s something I must believe in, and it’s 
there when I look in your eyes. Disco: does 
your wisdom know no boundaries? Spring 
has sprung, the grass is greening (for at least 
two weeks), and I’m feeling randy. 

What is it about the end of winter that 
gets our pistons pumping? Could it be the 
smell of freshly washed boxers waving 
from rainbow clotheslines in gay ghettos? 
Could it be the crocuses blooming in the 
yard of yet another idealistic gay couple 
who recently renovated a dilapidated crack 
house in the latest gentrified neighborhood, 
only to find that a stainless steel gas top 
range and window planters won’t stop that 
bastard from cheating on you? Could it be 
the sight of men and women walking down 
the street without eighteen layers of down- 
fill encasing their bodies, giving us all that 
fetching “Michelin Man” look eleven and a 
half months of the year? Personally, I like 
spring because the days are longer, which 
gives me more time to find a man, but the 
nights are shorter which means I don’t have 
to spend as much time with him. Nuff 
said? 

In 1998, it’s not just about getting laid, 
but it’s also not just about finding a life 
partner. As the millennium approaches, 
matters of the heart and libido have become 
a mixed bag of anxiety and unrest. I have 
come to the conclusion that gay men and 
women fall into two camps: those looking 
for a night of wild, unbridled passion. 
followed by a cab ride home and the 
occasional nod at the bar, and those looking 
for a life-long love that will fill their days 
with honesty, tenderness, and 
companionship. We call the first group 
realists, and the second dreamers, and at 
different points in our lives, we fall into 
either category. 

For the assistance of both the 
homemakers and home-wreckers in the 
crowd, then, here’s my handy dandy guide 
for distinguishing between the two. 


LOOKING FOR 

LOVE 

1) Thinks George 

Michael’s “Fast Love” is 

a fun song to dance to 

but morally wrong. So 
very, very wrong. 

2) Goes to the gay 

bars to spend time with 


his friends. Consulting 
3) Buys wine for the Bookkeeping, GST 
dinner party _—ihe’s 
throwing for his married 
friends Marvin and 


Financial Statements 


Trust Account “Audits” 


Mercenary of love 


Stewart who appear the picture of gay 
domestic bliss but what Marvin doesn’t 
know is that Stewart roams the Plus-15 
network on his lunch breaks and screws 
every bean counter with ten minutes to kill. 
Marvin and Stewart will bring their single 
friend, Mark, a blond, blue-eyed high 
school gym teacher who would be perfect, 
if it weren’t for that pesky lobotomy that 
robbed him of his personality. 

4) Heads to a Gay Club Med for the 
extra-curricular activities. 

5) Dresses for success. 

6) Listens to Barbara Streisand...on 
purpose. 

7) Travels to on-line chat rooms for the 
novelty. 

8) Shops at Holt Renfrew. 

9) Fondles the cucumbers at Safeway 
because he’s looking for good produce. 

10) Phones his Mary Poppins mom for 
her meatloaf recipe, sewing tips, and 
highlights of the latest Martha Stewart 
episode. Ends the conversation with, “I 
love you mom.” 

11) Attends his ten-year high school 
reunion to find out how many of his old 
classmates turned out gay. 

12) Watches CMT to learn how to two- 
step in the privacy of his living room. 

13) Cries at Titanic because Leonardo 
DiCaprio turns into a blueberry Popsicle, 
bobbing up and down in the frosty Atlantic 
like an amputee-Smurf with rigor mortis. 

14) Worries about his great aunt 
Agatha, lying on her deathbed. 

15) His attitude on intimacy: “What’s 
the big rush? If we’re right for each other, 
we have our whole lives ahead of us.” 


LOOKING FOR A QUICKIE: 

1) Thinks George Michael’s “Fast 
Love” was written about him. 

2) Goes to the gay bars to ditch his 
friends. 

3) Buys wine to forget that his ex was 
a marvelous cook, a perfect host, a 
charming conversationalist, and well hung. 
This boyfriend had everything going for 
him and you screwed it up by sleeping with 
your auto mechanic... the guy in the office 
next to you... that funny-looking man you 


GLOVER & CO CGA 


2002-1 Avenue NW Calgary, Ab T2N 0B3 
Phone 270-2110 Fax 270-3235 


Corporate Tax Returns 
E-FILE Personal Tax 
Tax Planning 

Estate & Trust Returns 


ANN GLOVER B.Sc., C.G.A 


bumped into at the mall with only eight 
fingers... 

4) Heads to Gay Club Med for the 
“extra-curricular activities.” 

5) Dresses for suck-cess. 

6) Listens to Barbara Streisand only 
after Jr. Vasquez makes her sound like a 
chipmunk on fire. 

7) Travels to on-line chat rooms for the 
novelty sex. 

8) Shops at International Male. 

9) Fondles the cucumbers at Safeway 
because he’s looking for a good fit. 

10) Phones his thrice-divorced mom 
for her boilermaker recipe, bondage tips, 
and highlights of the latest Jeff Stryker film. 
Ends the conversation with “Got any 
Motrin IB?” 

11) Attends his ten-year high school 


reunion to find out how many of his old 
classmates he can sleep with. 

12) Watches CMT because the music 
videos are like softcore porn. 

13) Cries at Titanic because that stupid 
blue-haired wing nut throws the diamond 
into the ocean. “What a f***ing idiot,” you 
mutter as the rest of the crowd blubbers like 
three-year olds with ice cream in their laps. 

14) Worries about his great aunt 
Agatha, lying on her deathbed...if she 
doesn’t croak by Wednesday, he can’t go 
out this weekend. What? She’s a hundred 
and three and the last time she chewed her 
own food, London got bombed the same 
day. 

15) His attitude on intimacy: “If we 
leave right now, I can still make it back for 
last call.” 
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by Deb Bridge 

Although the name is well-known in 
places like Toronto, Vancouver, and other 
large cities, there are still many people in 
Calgary, Edmonton, and elsewhere who 
say “Pee-what?” when someone mentions 
PFLAG. It stands for “Parents, Families 
and Friends of Lesbians and Gays.” It 
does, by the way, include bisexuals and the 
transgendered, but, like the second “F,” the 
“B” and “T” haven’t been officially added 
to the acronym, probably because 
“PFFLAGABAT™ is kind of a mouthful. 
Most people think of PFLAG as a support 
group for parents, and certainly it is that, 
but it’s a whole lot more, depending on the 
make-up of its members in various locales. 

In Seymour, Indiana, it’s mostly 
closeted gay youth from surrounding 
towns who have nowhere else to go for 
support. In Winnipeg, it’s one woman who 
advertises her phone number. In Calgary, 
it’s an eclectic combination of parents 
(straight and gay), lesbians, gays, 
bisexuals, and transgendered individuals 
at various stages of coming out and 
involvement in the community at large. 
Calgary also has an ‘umbrella’ group, Not 
Alone, for straight spouses of gays. 

Attending a PFLAG meeting is a big 
step; it takes courage to walk into a room 
full of strangers and bare your soul. I know 
one mom who drove to the PFLAG 
meeting in a neighboring town three 
months in a row and then just sat in the 
parking lot. She’d watch people go in 
before the meeting began, then watch them 
leave—in between she’d cry, angry with 
herself for not being able to get out of her 
car. In the fourth month, after deciding all 
those people she’d seen coming and going 
looked pretty ‘normal,’ she made it into 
the basement of the church where the 
meeting was being held. And not many 
months later she marched in her first Pride 
Parade. A lot of PFLAGers suggest that 
newcomers bring another family member 
or a friend with them to their first meeting, 
and many parents are brought by their gay 
children. Most PFLAG chapters have 
members willing to meet one-on-one with 
callers who are too intimidated to attend 
an actual meeting. 

Our international mission statement 
says “PFLAG promotes the health and 
well-being of gay. lesbian, bisexual [and 
transgendered| persons. their families and 
friends through. support, to cope with an 
adverse society, education, to enlighten an 
ill-informed public; and advocacy, to end 
discrimination and to secure equal civil 
rights. PFLAG provides opportunity for 
dialogue about sexual orientation, and acts 
to create a society that is healthy and 
respectful of human diversity.” All 
PFLAG groups, in a variety of ways, work 
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GAY INTERNET RESOURCES ARE ONLY A CLICK AWAY 


to fulfill that mission statement. 

PFLAG Calgary meets once a month, 
but if you’ve got e-mail, you can join “the 
PFLAG chapter that meets 24 hours a 
day,” PFLAG-Talk. 

I discovered PFLAG-Talk in 1995, 
before I'd even joined PFLAG Calgary. 
It’s a subscribers-only e-mail discussion 
group of about 250 people from a variety 
of places, including one ‘Talker’ in 
England and another in New Zealand. 
Subscribing doesn’t cost anything—it 
simply means that unlike ‘public’ online 
discussion lists or newsgroups, messages 
or ‘posts’ to and from the list go only to 
other subscribers. Although the list is not 
officially affiliated with PFLAG National, 
its listowner and many subscribers are also 
PFLAG members. 

PFLAG-Talk topics, or threads, are 
dictated largely by whatever is on 
subscribers’ minds, or by what’s going on 
in their ‘real’ lives offline. Recently a dad 
wrote asking how to support his gay son 
who'd just learned that his first boyfriend 
is marrying a woman. A lesbian daughter 
writes for suggestions on how to help her 
mother understand that her orientation 
isn’t a choice. A longtime PFLAG 
member happily reports that she’s a 
grandmother, because her gay son and his 
partner have successfully adopted two 
children. People of all orientations, at all 
stages of the coming-out process, write to 
give and receive support, to provide 
information, and to discuss issues related 
to gays and gay rights. We're a diverse 
group—men and women; urban and rural; 
young and old; straight and gay; liberal 
and conservative; religious and 
areligious—united by the common belief 
that talking is the first step toward 
understanding. 

When Jeanne Manford, at her son 
Morty’s request, marched in the New York 
City Gay Pride Parade in 1972 carrying a 
sign that read “Parents of Gays: Unite in 
Support for Our Children,” she was 
mobbed by lesbians and gays who wanted 
her to speak to their parents. Nine years 
later, on the other side of the country 
PFLAG National was born. Today 
PFLAG has chapters in 12 countries and 
has helped parents 
understand and celebrate their gay 
children 

And now, the popularity of home 
computers and easy Internet access has 


thousands of 


made it possible for people everywhere to 
‘connect’ with PFLAG and other groups 

_ Deb Bridge is the president and 
online liaison of PFLAG Calgary. She 
welcomes private e-mail on any topic 
related to ‘gaystuff’ and can be reached 
at pflag@canuck.com (Internet access 
courtesy of Canada Connect Corp.). 


E- MATL DISCUSSIONS 


The We Are Family. homepage: http: ine ee org/index. html 
The Schools and Youth Lists: http: EON, youth: guard. org 


PFLAG WEBSITES 
PFLAG Canada: http: /iwww. pflag.ca 


PFLAG National in Washington, D.C.: http:// “/iwoww, ptlag.o org 


PFLAG Toronto: http://www.pflag. ca/toronto- 


PFLAG Calgary's website is under construction; it will be up soon. 


RESOURCES FOR GAY PARENTS; 
GAYS1 STRAIGHT SPOUSES — 


CHILDREN OF 


GLPCI (Gay and Lesbian Parents Coalition ae 


hito:/Avww.glpci.org 


COLAGE (Children of Lesbians & Gaye Everywhere): 


http://www.colage.org 


The Straight Spouse Support Network: . 
http:/Avww.qrd.org/qrd/www/orgs/sssrv/home. htm 


DIRECTORIES OF INFORMATION 
Gay Canada (formerly the Canadian Gay, t Lesbia 


Directory): http:/Avww. cg lord com 


Queer Resources Directory: ttp:/www.q j.com_ 


EGALE (Equality for Lesbians and Gays ee 


hey JW. one ca/~egale 


RELIGIOUS RESOURCES 


The Interfaith Working Group (this i isa huge se housing iwaluabie 
on gay-positive religions, what the Radical Religious Right) is ‘up to, and Oo 


stuff); http://www.libertynet. org/~iwg- 


Ontario Consultants on Religious Tolerance: 


http://www.religioustolerance.org/welcome.htm#hot 


EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES 


GALE B.C. (Gay And Lesbian Educators of British Columbia) 


http:/Avww.galebc.org 


The Lambda Organization (Edmonton): 
http://gpu.srv.ualberta.ca/~bidwell/cmb/lambda.htm 


GLSEN (Gay, Lesbian, Straight Education forme Teachers’] Network) 


http://www.gistn.org 


The P.E.R.S.O.N. Project (Public Education Regarding Sexual Orient ti 
Nationally): http:/Awww. youth. LUE ROI ak : 


TRANSGENDER RESOURCES 


The Transgender Support Site: http: //neartcorps. com 


TG Forum: http://www. Sdcom.com/igt/ ~~ 
TGG Guide: nttp:/, 


Dear Outraged Red Deer Reader: 

Just remember, as you rant about the drag 
queen image and how it adversely affects your 
“gay sensibility,” that every bit of freedom 
and liberation you possess as a gay man in 
North America is the result of the first drag 
queen who threw the first high heel at the first 
gay riot in New York. 

Maybe you’ re so busy clenching that you 
don’t realize that queens are the most visible 
members of our community for the simple 
reason that we aren’t afraid to be as gay as we 
want and look as gay as we want. It is our 
right to change the world’s perceptions the 
way we see fit. As an invisible minority, 
being loud and queer is one weapon in the 
fight for our voice. Just because you’re afraid 
of our enemies’ perceptions of the most- 
photographed sector of gay society, you think 
we should fall in line, think, act and dress like 
them? 

Homophobia from homos is the most 
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disturbing kind. 

Recently, I had an argument with an out 
friend who wouldn’t walk in Edmonton’s Gay 
Pride parade because the drag queens on the 
front float “don’t represent me”, as he put it, 
and he resented the press focusing on them 
instead of the more “normal” looking queers. 
Well, to him and you I say: 

If you don’t see yourself represented in 
the media, it’s because you don’t take part in 
the battle. If your voice isn’t heard, you’re not 
screaming loud enough. If you think queens 
get too much attention, what are you doing to 
correct that? If you worked half as hard as 
some of these talented, brave, outer-than-out 
individuals at getting noticed, you would 
realize that it takes passion, stamina, and way 
more guts than you will ever develop 
complaining about the world from your closet 
in Red Deer. 

By the way, both Devon Mills and I hail 
from towns in your neck of the woods that are 


_ House of Real Estate 


much smaller and more redneck than Red 
Deer could ever be, yet we emerged with our 
spines intact, and not nearly as much self- 
loathing as you’re exhibiting. 

So stop riding on the freedoms that others 
have fought for. Until you step as far out of 
the closet as we have, you're not doing your 
part. Until then, queens will keep changing 
the world our way... 

..and by our visibility, accomplish more 
by acting gay than the efforts of all the 
“straight-looking, straight-acting’” homos 
rolled into one. 

-Gloria Hole/ Darrin Hagen 


Dear Editor: 

I recently read Deb Bridge’s February 
article in Outlooks [concerning same-sex 
marriage] and am dying to mention 
something that has been on my mind for some 
time. I don’t think it is widespread 
knowledge, but the Canadian Forces (of 
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which I am a member) recently passed 
legislation recognizing same-sex relationships 
and allowing members to declare common- 
law status under the same terms that 
heterosexual couples do. This allows same- 
sex military couples to be considered for co- 
located postings and allows medical, dental 
and travel benefits to civilian or “dependent” 
spouses. Now that a major federal department 
has recognized and equalized same-sex 
relationships, is that not a major legal victory 
for all? I’m wondering if this precedent could 
be used to force the income tax and other 
legislation to follow. 
D. Manson 
Winnipeg 


Sign your name and include your address and 
phone number. All letters are subject to 
editing--and please, no more than 400 words. 
Write to: Letters to the Editor, Outlooks 


Box 439, Suite 100, 1039 17th Ave. S.W. 
Calgary, AB T2T 0B2 
or e-mail to dougalld @cadvision.com 
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by Benjamin Peters 

So Greg Kinnear is nominated for a best supporting 
Oscar for playing a gay character in As Good As It Gets. At 
first glance it looks as if Hollywood is waking up to the 
reality of the gay lifestyle and the actors who portray it. 

But, like Tom Hanks before him (who actually won the 
Oscar for playing a gay lawyer succumbing to AIDS in 
Philadelphia) Kinnear is a straight actor playing a gay 
character. 

The really brave step would have been to nominate 
Rupert Everett for playing the gay book editor in My Best 
Friend's Wedding. Everett is one of the few openly gay 
actors in Hollywood. 

For Hollywood, acknowledging there are gay people in 
the world is one thing. To acknowledge there are actually 
gay actors in the business is another. 

British actor and outspoken gay activist lan McKellen 
put the issue in perspective two years ago when he was being 
touted for a best actor nomination for his show-stopping 
performance in Richard III. 

“T don’t think I have a chance at being nominated,” said 
McKellen at the time. “The Hollywood establishment is not 
ready yet for an Oscar winner to get up in front of a billion 
viewers worldwide and thank his partner and embrace his 
own homosexuality. 

“They’re not ready to see us as _ well-adjusted, 
successful, happy people. Not in real life and not on film.” 

As Good As It Gets would seem to support what 
McKellen says. In the hit comedy, Kinnear plays a gay artist 
who gets mugged by some rough trade (played by Skeet 
Ulrich) who has been hired to pose for a painting. 

In an early draft of the movie, Ulrich was actually 
Kinnear’s lover, not a callous opportunist who invites his 
gay hustler buddies over to rob and beat a gay man who had 
befriended him and treated him with respect. The whole 
lover subplot was dumped. 

Writer/director James L. Brooks insists “we really liked 
this subplot and so did the studio, but it made the film far too 
long, so we had to trim it out. 

“The proof of that is in the fact we hired Skeet Ulrich, 
one of the hottest young actors in Hollywood to play the 


TOM HANKS 
WON OSCAR FOR GAY CHARACTER IN 
. PHILADELPHIA 
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Playing it gay 


lover. If it had always been just a cameo, we wouldn’t have 
gone after a high profile actor. There was no pressure from 
the studio to cut the gay love story.” 

Time will tell. Actors have a habit of telling the truth a 
couple of films down the line. 

Gay characters and gay themes have had a checkered 
history in Hollywood. For decades, any hint that a character 
might be gay had to be heavily disguised. 

Take the case of Paul Newman’s Oscar-nominated 
performance in Tennessee William’s Cat On A Hot Tin Roof. 
The stage play makes it clear that Newman’s character 
drinks himself into a daily stupor so that he doesn’t have to 
deal with his latent homosexuality. In the film, the character 
is simply an alcoholic who blames his wife (Elizabeth 
Taylor) for the suicide of his best friend. 

The astute viewer put two and two together. A 
curvaceous Liz walking around in a form-clinging satin slip 
failed to arouse old Paul. Not even southern bourbon is that 
powerful. 

To see just how cunning gay writers and gay directors 
had to be, rent the video The Celluloid Closet. It’s a great 
documentary about the early portrayal of homosexuality in 
the cinema. It includes the now-famous “oysters” bath 
house scene between Laurence Olivier and Tony Curtis in 
Spartacus, cut from the film’s original release and only 
reinserted for its 30th anniversary re-release. 

There is also an hilarious story of the homoerotic 
undercurrents in Ben Hur. Charlton Heston is notoriously 
homophobic so director William Wyler only told co-star 
Stephen Boyd that there was a gay subtext to the relationship 
of their characters. Poor old Chuck was blissfully unaware 
that he was playing gay, but just watch some of the erotic 
tension that builds between Heston and Boyd. The British 
academy saw how insightful Boyd’s performance was. They 
gave him the British Oscar that year. Britain, Asia, and 
Europe have been at the forefront of gay cinema, which 
explains why they have highly-respected gay film festivals. 

There are enough excellent mainstream gay films on 
video now to create one’s own gay film festival. Here are 
some of the better titles to consider: 

Another Country: Rupert Everett stars as gay British 
spy Guy Burgess in this true story. 

Beautiful Thing: A gay coming-of-age fable set in 
working-class Britain. 

Carrington: True story of gay British writer Lytton 
Strachey (Jonathan Pryce) and his platonic love affair with 
artist Dora Carrington (Emma Thompson). 

Hollow Reed: A devastating custody battle as a gay 
father fights for custody of his young son. 

The Lost Language Of Cranes: A story of a family torn 
apart by revelations of homosexuality. 

Love! Valor! Compassion!: It’s a 90’s version of Boys 
In The Band with Seinfeld’s Jason Alexander as an 
outrageous queen. 

Maurice; Hugh Grant and Rupert Graves star in E.M. 
Forster’s gay version of A Room With A View. 

My Beautiful Laundrette: Daniel Day-Lewis as a gay 
punk in Britain. 

My Own Private Idaho: The late River Phoenix and 
Keanu Reeves star as a pair of young hustlers. 

The Pillow Book: Ewan McGregor bares all for this 
erotic story of twisted love and revenge. 

Prick Up Your Ears: Gary Oldman stars as doomed 
playwright Joe Orton who was murdered by his jealous gay 
lover. 

Reflections In a Golden Eye: Current Oscar nominee 


~ GREG KINNEAR 


NOMINATED ORSGAY, CHARACTER IN 
2 OD AS IT GETS 


Robert Forster stars as the object of Marlon Brando’s 
repressed homosexual lust. 

The Sum Of Us: Aussie hunk Russell Crowe stars as a 
gay plumber in search of a life mate. 

Sunday, Bloody Sunday: They don’t come more candid 
or more powerful than this story of a bisexual who is torn 
between a gay man and a straight woman. 

Total Eclipse: Leonardo DiCaprio and David Thewlis 
are the self-loathing, self-destructive poets. The explicit 
nude love scene has been cut unless you get a European 
version of the movie. 

The Wedding Banquet: Ang Lee’s bittersweet comedy 
about a gay Taiwanese man who must fake a straight 
relationship to fool his parents. 

These are only the tip of the iceberg. For every one 
that’s listed, there are at least a dozen more. Happy 
hunting... 
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Fred Dicker, GLCCE co-chair 


by Norm Sacuta 
The Gay and Lesbian Community 


Centre of Edmonton (GLCCE) has 
changed location and focus several times 
since its inception 25 years ago. Now 
located on 124th Street, in a part of 
Edmonton that has seen an increasing 
concentration of gay residents and 
businesses, the centre is running today 
under the stewardship of its co-chair, 
Fred Dicker. 


Fred is well known and admired in 
the Edmonton community for his 
volunteer work with a number of 


different gay organizations; in the past, 
that has included such groups as 
Northern Chaps (Edmonton’s leather 
club) and, on a continuing basis, the 
Edmonton Police Service Gay and 
Lesbian Community Liaison Committee. 

Two years ago, however, Dicker 
became co-chair of the GLCCE, and 
since then has spent most of his time 
doing a dizzying array of jobs both 
directly and indirectly associated with 
the Centre. Nothing is too big nor small: 
he performs many of the secretarial 


THE ROOST - DJ CARL 
1. Deeper Love - BBE 

2. Open Your Eyes - KOKO 
3. Free - Ultra Nate 


4. It’s Raining Men - Martha Walsh & RuPaul 


5. Frozen - Madonna 


6. My Heart Will Go On - Clueless 


7. Revolution 909 - Daftpunk 
8. 1 Can’t Help Myself - Lucid 
9. Broken Bones - Love Inc. 
10. Dr. Jones - Agua 
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duties; collects the mail; responds to all 
messages left on the answering machine; 
arranges for, and frequently performs, 
speaking engagements; directs queries to 
the right groups and organizations; and 
even travels to other towns and cities 
outside Edmonton to speak to various 
groups. All this without a cent of 
payment. 

“T’ve been fortunate in that my 
partner, Tom, is very supportive,” Dicker 
notes. “And I have some independent 
income of my own that allows me to 
devote a certain amount of time to other 
things.” 

When Dicker took over the centre he 
made a few conscious decisions about 
the direction he wanted to see it go. It 
was, and continues to remain, his hope 
that the GLCCE will become primarily 
an educational and counseling resource, 
as well as a safe meeting place for the 
lesbian/gay/transgendered communities 
and, particularly in the case of 
education, for the straight community. 

Most of the phone calls that come 
into the centre are direct requests for 
either counseling or information, and 
many of those recent informational 
requests have involved arranging 
speakers. 

“A professional counselor on a 
volunteer basis supervises our peer 
counseling,” notes Dicker, although the 
booking of those counselors and new 
volunteers remains something in Fred’s 
domain. 

Speaking engagements are a more 
demanding problem-both for simple 
logistics such as travel and time, and the 
more serious problems associated with 
finding members of the city’s queer 
community willing to fill the large 
numbers of requests for presentations 
and speaking engagements. Inevitably 
some of those engagements are met by 
Dicker himself. 

He’s spoken at the U of A’s 
International Week that focused on 
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human rights. The engagement led to a 
visit to a university sociology class 
discussing, broadly, issues of gender. He 
arranged a panel discussion for various 
classes at Athabasca University and 
Grant MacEwan Community College, 
and even the federal civil service has 
requested a speaker for their “respectful 
workplace” program courses. Naturally, 
Dicker will be the one speaking to that 
group with Orlando Books owner Jackie 
Dumas. 

Not all requests go smoothly, 
however.. Dicker has had successful 
discussions about being gay with 
students at Ross Sheppard High School, 
but another request by a teacher in a 
different school to speak to her students 
about the dilemmas facing gays and 
lesbians was suddenly cancelled when a 
few of those students informed their 
parents of the upcoming talk and 
complaints were voiced. Dicker now 
makes sure, when dealing with schools, 
that the principal and school counselors 
are aware of his planned engagement. 

“I’ve also had requests from foster 
parent’s organizations that are looking 
for information on how to raise and 
counsel foster children who might be 
gay. We're actively sought out by foster 
parents. We also increasingly get 
requests to provide information to 
teachers at various teachers’ 
conventions.” 

With such a large volume of 
requests, Dicker feels the GLCCE must 
increase its focus in the next few years 
on education. He’s hoping to establish 


some kind of a database to store details 
about available gay/lesbian speakers in 
different areas and hopes this accent on 
education will succeed in gaining the 
Centre a charitable donation number 
(which was applied for this past fall). 
One of the other priorities for the Centre 
itself is to gain enough funding to 
actually hire some paid staff to answer 
the phones and run things on a more full- 
time basis. At present, the actual hours 
of operation for the GLCCE are 7-10 
pm, weeknights only. 

Obviously, with so much of the 
work at GLCCE being done by Dicker, 
he’s always interested in hearing from 
new, committed volunteers. Anyone 
who is interested in providing services 
should phone the centre and either speak 
to Fred directly or leave a message. One 
thing leaves no doubt, he will get back to 
you. 

The Gay and Lesbian Community 
Centre of Edmonton is located at Suite 
103, 10612-124 Street. The mailing 
address is P,O, Box 1852, Station Main, 
Edmonton, T5J 2P2. There is a 24 hour 
information line (988-4018) and a 
regular hours number (488-3234). 
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by Outlooks staff 

For the one year anniversary of 
Outlooks, the editorial staff thought it would 
be interesting to profile Outlooks founders 
Roy Heale and Doug McDougall. When we 
proposed this idea to our bosses, they felt it 
would appear profile 
themselves in their own paper. We were able 
to convince them otherwise. 

Roy Heale moved to Calgary from 
London, England via Ottawa in 1979. In 
1983, he founded SuperMarketing 
promotions, marketing and media relations 
company. Doug McDougall joined Roy later 
in 1983 and the two friends 
SuperMarketing into a very successful 
business. 

Outlooks spoke with Heale and 
McDougall about their hopes, fears, dreams 
and desires. 

Outlooks: What was your motivation 
for starting Outlooks? 

Heale: I had just come through a life- 
altering experience—I gave my sister one of 
my kidneys. This was a very important and 
gratifying thing in my life. I was thinking 
about the way I was going to spend the rest 
of my life and what I was going to do with 
my time and my money and there were more 
important things than SuperMarketing and 
advertising and promotion for other people. 
At that point, Doug came back from 
Vancouver after working for 
SuperMarketing and taking a two-year 
hiatus, and we sat at our cottage pondering 
our futures, for two very different reasons, 
and out of the pondering came Outlooks. 

Outlooks: Doug, was your motivation 
much different from Roy’s? 

McDougall: Considerably. I really 
didn’t have anything to do after I finished my 
project with a large corporation, where I 
came face to face with corporate employee 
And_ having 


self-serving to 


a 


turned 


reactions to gay scenarios. 


returned from Vancouver after two years I 
realized this province needed a form of 
media that spoke to the gay community 
openly. 

Outlooks: How did you come up with 
the idea of a newspaper? 

Heale: Well, I talked about coffee 
shops, bed & breakfasts, all the different 
things that we had done together as 
advertisers in promotion and marketing and I 
think it was Doug who said, “you know, 
what this province needs is a good gay 
newspaper. At that point it just went ‘click.’ 
We immediately began phoning friends in 
Toronto, Vancouver, all over the place. We 
started to develop a business plan. We 
researched what was going on from Halifax 
to Victoria, looking at what other people 
were doing and then came up with a plan for 
what we thought would work in Alberta. 

Outlooks: Was there any second- 
guessing at that point? 

Heale: Not second-guessing, but we 
followed our business plan to the “T’ for 
twelve months, almost without exception: 
distribution, the website, sales, editorial... 
We come from a marketing background so 
research, business plans, development, 
promotion, marketing—that’s an important 
part of whatever you do in business. 

Outlooks: Aside from the obvious 
business fears of “will it succeed, will it 
fail?”, did you have any fears about being 
that visibly out? 

Heale: We moved so fast from 
September 30, 1996 to February 14, 1997 
there wasn’t time to have fears; the 
excitement of turning a dream into a reality 
left no time for fear because you have a 
vision and you have to be totally focussed. 

McDougall: Mind you, I have to say 
after the second week of being out there on 
the streets with a mock-up of an unreleased 
newspaper. I was thrown out of an office 


ONE YEAR AGO—Doug McDougall (leff) and Roy Heale with 
the first copy of Outlooks’ premiere issue. 
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Following the dream 


because I was gay and I was publishing a gay 
newspaper: Even though this gentleman 
knew that’s where I was coming from, he 
didn’t particularly like the artwork we had in 
the mock-up. When I was thrown out it 
struck me: My god, what the hell am I 
doing? I’ve always been really comfortable 
with my sexuality, it’s never, ever been a 
problem and all of a sudden I was out to 
everyone I do business with in this city...in 
this province, even. 

Heale: Maybe, if I had a moment to 
reflect on fear, having owned 
SuperMarketing for fifteen years in this 
marketplace with some very high-profile 
clients, I had no idea whether or not they 
would support me or desert me. And 
fortunately, every client, from oil and gas, to 
Harlequin Books, to Home & Garden 
Shows, to Red Arrow Motor Coaches— 
everyone has been behind us 110 percent, 
without exception. I think it’s important that 
the community know that they were, and are, 
totally supportive. 

Outlooks: Despite this support, what 
obstacles did you face in the realization of 
Outlooks, if any? 

Heale: Outlooks is a business like any 
other; and yes, there are hassles, cash flow is 
a nightmare, and finding supporters is 
difficult. Plus, people told me that Alberta is 
a wasteland of talent, that 1 would never find 
writers or advertisers in Alberta to support 
the publication—and I’m talking people who 
have been in gay publications for many, 
many years. 
going to lose my shirt. And guess what? I 
still have a shirt...barely. [Laughs. ] 

Outlooks: Do you feel that Alberta has 
its Own particular limitations in terms of 


They were telling me I was 


being a gay environment? 

Heale: That’s an important question 
because it is not the redneck community that 
it is given the bum rap for. I understood that 


Alberta had changed. We have many, many 
people here now from Toronto, Vancouver, 
Montreal—we are becoming a cosmopolitan 
focus in Canada and the time is right for 
Outlooks. 

I think we have demonstrated more 
than, perhaps, any of our predecessors— 
obviously in Alberta—that the mood of the 
province is different from its perception. 
Over the course of a year we’ve brought 
more people from the straight community 
into the gay community and express their 
attitudes, their opinions, lend their voices, 
and that’s what a good gay publication is all 
about. 

McDougall: We've given them our 
respect, they've given the same to us. 

Heale: Not only has Outlooks as a 
publication, given respect to the gay 
community, but the people involved in 
Outlooks all have different professions, and 
full-time jobs. Everyone works secondarily 
for Outlooks, but give 110% in dedication to 
the paper. That reputation and the respect 
paid to the gay community is due in part to 
the high-profile people that help put the 
paper together. And I go back to when 
people said to me, “you won't find editors, 
you won’t find writers—it’s a wasteland.” 
Well, it’s not a wasteland. 

Outlooks: You were surprised, were 
you not, that over the past months you 
haven't received strange phone calls or bomb 
threats or anything? 

Heale: Not anything significant. I think 
in twelve months we've had three crank 
phone calls and two crank e-mails. Last 
year—day one—we did the Brenda Finley 
Midday Express on CBC Radio and for an 
hour we took live telephone calls and only 
two were negative; every other one was 
positive. That set the tone for a whole year 
of positive acceptance. 

Outlooks: Looking back over the past 
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year, what would you consider the high 
points? — 

McDougall: The very first issue 
coming off the press. 

Heale: That one I have to agree with, 
because that, for us, was the fulfillment of 
the dream. I think the second highest point 
for me was having Chief Silverberg on the 
front cover. That was the biggest statement 
of support to the community as a whole, that 
one of the few female police chiefs in North 
America understood who we are, what we 
are, and what we’re all about, not because 
we're gay but because we are a minority 
struggling. 

Outlooks: Specifically in regard to 
Chief Silverberg or the bathhouse story in 
Edmonton, how do you view Outlooks in 
relationship to other forms of media in 
Alberta—is it a positive thing or a negative 
thing? 

Heale: Oh, it’s a positive thing. No 
matter what the story is all about, whether 
we're covered nationally in the Globe & 
Mail because we have the police chief on our 
cover or whether there’s a steam bath 
Opening in Edmonton and as a result of that, 
all the mainstream media pick up on the 
story, it’s all an awareness/ communications 
factor. 

Outlooks: Is it difficult to be all things 
to all people? 

Heale: No matter what you do it’s tough 
to be all things to all people. Once Doug and 
I made our plan, we put our money where 
our mouths were, and pulled together an 
incredible team of people. All that counts is 
we now have something we didn’t have 
before. We’re going to be criticized, we’re 
going to be put down—there are many who 
think they are experts on how to publish a 
newspaper—that doesn’t take us away from 
the fact that we ’re publishing the newspaper. 

Outlooks: On the cover it says “making 
waves in Alberta’s gay community.” What 
waves do you believe that you’re making by 
publishing Outlooks, if any? 

Heale: The key thing in making waves 
is to take a community that is very diverse 
and misunderstood, turn it around, and make 
it talked about by the Sun, the Herald, the 
Journal, ITV Television, and Channel 7. We 


made the gay community in Alberta talked 
about and that’s part of the wave. 

Outlooks: Do you think it would be 
easier, in the sense of recognition, if 
Outlooks was a more in-your-face gay 
publication? 

Heale: Playing it safe would have been 
living our lives out with our cottage in the 
country, doing jobs for other people, and 
carrying on as we had done for fifteen years. 
We knew what we were doing, we made 
good money and embarking on a total risk- 
venture that people said we were going to 
lose our shirts on, was not playing it safe. So 
the minute we stepped up to the plate and 
said there is going to be an Outlooks and this 
is what it’s going to be, that in itself was a 
risk. There’s no playing it safe editorially. 

Outlooks: After one year, how is the 
paper doing financially? 

Heale: We had to make close to a six- 
figure investment to get Outlooks off the 
ground and thus far, for an entire year, I have 
donated all my time to Outlooks. Our writers 
are paid an honorarium—many of them are 
professional journalists and the money is 
minimal compared to what they would make 
anywhere else, but we make a token 
payment because we recognize 
professionalism. Everybody is paid on a 
freelance, part-time basis. There are no 
permanent employees of the newspaper, and 
certainly at the end of the first year we are 
proud of what we’ve achieved in twelve 
months, but the amount paid back on the 
initial investment is minimal. 

The toughest thing is cash flow and 
when you’re a small business and under- 
capitalized, keeping your money turning 
Over is really tough. And without the 
patience of all of our freelance people 
waiting until we get paid, there’s no way 
we'd keep the ship afloat. 

Outlooks: At the end of one year, why 
continue? 

McDougall: Because it’s the most 
exciting thing I’ve ever worked on 
personally in my entire life. It takes every bit 
of skill and knowledge I’ve got, and every bit 
of energy. When I get up in the morning 
there’s nothing more satisfying than 
knowing that everywhere across the 
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province people are able to read Outlooks— 
straight people, gay people. 

The second thing that really spurs me on 
into the second year is I’m in contact with all 
the revenue for the paper on a regular basis. 
I’ve had restaurants say they’ve doubled 
their business; I’ve had high-end furniture 
places say this is the most economical form 
of advertising that they’ve ever used. And 
that’s a really cool thing for me as an 
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advertising person to go out and see 
commerce resulting from my efforts. 


Heale: I second all of that because 
there’s no bigger thrill than sitting in a 
coffeeshop and watching somebody read 
Outlooks. But most importantly, for me 
there’s no bigger community contribution 
that I make. 
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29. Britspeak for gay 
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re interested in the physiology 
while you sleep, so their 
ta dream is will be much more 
and to them its going to be much 


therefore each person’s dream language 
r example, there are many “great” dream 
that say “your teeth are falling out; well, 
Te going to lose money, or win money or 
e that,” then you get into all kinds of 
and it doesn’t take into account the 
hat their definitions are, what their 
are. So for me, if anything were precise it 
‘go to the individual’; help them discover 
yymbols are meaning. You can make some 
about themes in dreams but I prefer a 


, in particular for adults, is a very nega 
1 dreams; and if it’s sa homosexual that’ s having 


here, I’m not speaking in specific terms—it 
/ means that you are “uniting” with something 
that i is opposite to you. For a gay man, having sex with 
a woman in his dreams, that can be more of a broad 
indication that you need to get further in touch with 
your feminine energy. You may just need to slow 
down ‘and really take care of yourself. This is a 
general framework. There’s no need to wake up 
Creaming and feeling guilty or confused, saying 
have I done?!” It’s an indicator. A lot of times 
something quite opposite of what your waking 
normally like, it’s the shock; it’s “ooh, no, that’s 
at I want’. [f that’s not what you want then you 
nd a way to attend to it in your waking world 
mething constructive with it. If you’re in a 
g ship, it may mean that you're feeling that you 
lo all the work, all the nurturing, and you 
'y like your partner to spend more time 
as can be anything from a back-rub 


aking dinner for you to giving you time to 


yourself. I think when those dreams come, they’re so 
- Opposite, they’re really important wake-up calls to 
what we’re needing in our life. The same may be true 


for a lesbian having dreams about sex with a man, then 
it might be “you need to take a little more action here, 
is there something you may have been feeling that you 
need now to get in touch with?” Discussing these 
things with a partner can really be a great step in 
communication because more and more as human 
beings we’re realizing that we’re all looking for a 
balance in the masculine and feminine energy within. 

Outlooks: For some of our readers that may be 
closeted and have a lot of anxiety about coming out, 
are there some classic motifs that may arise from stress 
and repression and become a part of the dreamscape? 

Watts: It’s a very delicate issue for a lot of 
people. I think usually when there’s a feeling of being 
inauthentic, it comes up in dreams, and in a lot of 
ways. A typical kind of stress dream is being naked 
and either nobody notices or nobody cares. This is a 
very standard signpost of being very vulnerable or 
exposed. Depending on what the setting is it may 
offer some clues as to where you're not feeling safe. Is 
it at work? Is it at a family reunion? Once you 
pinpoint the sphere of your life where the stress is 
occurring you can go back to your dreams and say 
“oh, give me some clues on how I can feel safer. And 
then your dreams can come up with some really 
wonderful specifics or clues for you. Other themes 
may be literally being in closets—everybody says “oh, 
that’s so obvious’—yes, I know, that’s sort of the 
point. Another typical one is you’re never driving the 
car—your parents are driving the car, your co-workers 
are driving the car or whatever the case may be. 
Clothing can play a part in identity in dreams. Maybe 
you're a drag queen and your family doesn’t know 
about it and all of a sudden in your dream you turn up 
for Sunday dinner in drag. That sort of thing. It’s 
about your various worlds colliding and you have to 
sort that out. 

I know there are a lot of good books that deal with 
coming out and they can be very helpful in both your 
waking life and your dreams as specific tools for 
dealing with stress. A big part of it is the fact that 
coming out takes time and you have to do it in the 
steps and at the pace that you feel most comfortable. 
And if you're guiding it by your dreams, they are 
going to help you, let you know when it’s safe to talk 
to this friend or that friend, or something like that. 

Outlooks: A lesbian couple I know are currently 
fighting with the sperm donor who fathered their child 
and the partner carrying the child is having devil-baby 


deformed, the baby dies, the baby rejects the mother. 
They are all fears and issues being worked out in 
dreams to help put some of these things to rest. This 
couple really has to concentrate on the kind of soul 
they wish to attract into this little body, how they want 
to complete or enhance their family, and the positive 
energy they can put into their child’s life. It’s a 
powerful time whether physically pregnant or even in 
an adoption situation. 

Outlooks: An individual I know is having 
intimate dreams about a deceased ex-lover whom he 
left. What is your take on that? 

Watts: I could go on about death in dreams for a 
long time but [ll try to be more specific. Old lovers 
are a typical theme in dreams and you have to discover 
or define what it was you liked about that person and 
what the relationship meant to you. In the dream 
there’s a sense of coming together and often in a 
breakup we throw the baby out with the bathwater and 
we forget the qualities and characteristics we really 
liked in this person. What of these am I trying to 
honour in this person and myself and how can I 
recognize the positive aspect of the relationship and 
use it in a way that honours your ex-partner and 
channels positive energy to yourself. Focussing on 
guilt and anger and shame in not productive here; after 
all you were making love—they weren’t beating on 
you or something which is completely different. A 
past relationship is no different if the partner’s 
deceased, it’s a matter of looking back and 
incorporating those qualities and the essence of that 
into yourself. 

Dreams can be such a wonderful tool for growth 
in our waking lives. 

Rosemary Watts is a dream educator, trained in 
Jungian psychology, gestalt therapy, neurolinguistic 
programming and transformational imagery. She is 
the Regional Coordinator for Dreamworkers in the 
state of Missouri, and a member of both the 
Association for the Study of Dreams and the 
Association for Transsessional Psychology. 
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Pamphlet goes national 


With the funding of Health Canada 
and the Calgary Regional Health 
Authority, as well as the collaborative 
talents of several Calgarians, a booklet 
entitled Sexual Identity: The Journey 
Begins was released for distribution in 
Calgary in the fall of 1997. Through 
primarily aimed at gay youth, this 
informational brochure could also be a 
useful resource for dispelling myths and 
education for those of any age on the 
road to coming out. Now, following test 
marketing in four diverse Canadian 
centres, The Journey Begins has been 
printed for national distribution. Besides 
a cover colour change from orange to 
bright green, and a few photographic 
alterations, The Journey Begins will run, 
for the most part, in its original form. 

For further information on 
availability and distribution of the 
booklet, local inquiries can be directed to 
Marie Josee Paquin of Calgary Health 
Services Communicable Diseases at 228- 


ws 


8298. Outlooks offers its congratulations 
to all those who offered their talents to 
help make a difference on both a local 
and national level. 
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Congratulations, OUTLOOKS, on a terrific first 
year! 


Your service to the gay community has been first- 


rate. The magazine is fun, entertaining and 
informative and provides a valuable resource for 
all of us seeking to make connections in the 
community. 


At Alberta Theatre Projects we are committed to 
celebrating the spirit of Southern Alberta in all 
its diversity and we are very proud to have many 
OUTLOOKS readers as part of our audience. 


Here's to a fabulous second year--and many more to 
come. 
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CAS Board mee?is in Calgary 


by Robert Andrews 

The board of directors of the Canadian 
AIDS Society, which usually meets in 
Ottawa, held a roaming board meeting at 
the Ramada Inn in Calgary on January 
14th. The national chair of the CAS board 
is Calgarian Brian Huskins, who 1s also the 
prairie representative on the board. This 
stop was one of a series of board meetings 
held across the country. 

While a great deal of the meeting 
revolved around standard organizational 
issues, there were a number of items on the 
agenda that may be of interest to members 
of our community. Specifically, the 
meeting dealt with the Canadian AIDS 
Society’s response to recent controversy 
surrounding the medicinal use of 
marijuana, and there was an update on 
legal issues and cases relevant to the 
HIV/AIDS community. 

While there is not an abundance of 
relevant research showing beneficial 
effects of marijuana in medical settings, 
there is a great deal of anecdotal evidence 
to support the medical use of this illegal 
substance. There has also been a strong 
push in recent years to make research on 
the issue easier for researchers to conduct. 

One of the biggest challenges in the 
medical use of marijuana has not been that 
consumption has been illegal, but that 
there is no way to obtain the drug legally. 
This prevents physicians from being able 
to prescribe it. CAS has recently issued a 
press release in support of a growing 
movement to launch a court challenge on 
the subject. At the meeting, the CAS board 
reviewed and approved a draft position 
statement in support of improved access to 
marijuana for medical use and improved 
clinical studies in a traditional medical 
model. 

The legal update from Russell 
Armstrong, CAS’ Executive Director was 
also very interesting. Here in Alberta we 
are still waiting for the Supreme Court in 


Ottawa to hand down a judgement in 
Delwin Vriend’s final route of appeal to 
force Klein’s Tories to have sexual 
orientation “read into” the Individual 
Rights Protection Act as a prohibited 
ground of discrimination. 

Two other current cases of interest on 
the national scene which are relevant to our 
community deal with the potential 
criminalization of transmission of HIV, 
and Canada Pension Plan survivor benefits 
for long term same sex partners. R. v. 
Cuerrier is set to be heard by The Supreme 
Court within the next month. The case is 
about a BC man who knew that he was 
HIV+ and had (unprotected) sexual 
relationships with several women without 
disclosing his HIV status. The Crown has 
failed to get a conviction at every level, 
and The Supreme Court judgement could 
prove very important for both people living 
with HIV and for prevention / education 
programs all over the country. 

So far, the courts have said clearly that 
public health legislation is in place to 
restrain people in these circumstances and 
will be far more effective in combatting 
the spread of the virus than criminalization 
in particular circumstances. In 1995, a 
Reform Party MP introduced a bill that 
would have made it a crime for an HIV + 
person to engage in any act of sexual 
intercourse, even if s/he disclosed their 
HIV status and used a condom. Stop the 
insanity! The bill died on the books and 
never made it past first reading in the 
House of Commons, but it is a clear sign of 
Alberta’s political climate. 

In Hodder y. Canada, a long term same 
sex partner is suing the federal government 
for Canada Pension Plan survivor benefits. 
There are several other cases with similar 
circumstances to this one, and the law is 
pretty evenly split. Big news on this case 
is still pending, but it has the potential to 
swing the law one way or the other. 

As a final note, there was some 
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discussion around “direct to consumer 
advertising” by pharmaceutical companies. 
This is a topic that we have not heard a lot 
about yet but could have an enormous 
effect on the HIV/AIDS treatment 
landscape in this country. We see a great 
deal of this in American magazines but it 1s 
not yet legal in Canada. While we get 
some spill over marketing from America, 
there are currently very effective 


community based networks in Canada, like 
CATIE (Community AIDS Treatment 
Information Exchange) which deliver this 
information without corporate bias. 
Services like this would be threatened by a 
policy change the pharmaceutical giants 
are lobbying for. If you are interested in 
the issue, it is certainly worth a letter of 
concern to Allan Rock, the federal 
Minister of Health. Every letter counts! 
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There are two ways about it 


by Derek Antonio 

Bisexuality: a concept not easily 
embraced by either the heterosexual or 
homosexual communities. It’s almost 
taboo really. People are afraid to accept or 
even talk about it. It’s too gay for one 
crowd, and too straight for the other. “The 
best of both worlds” [ve heard; think 
about that one, will you? Bisexuals get 
dumped on by both sides—double 
discrimination at its best. No one seems to 
want to understand it. They’d rather write 
it off as being a state of confusion, or (as 
some would like to believe) “the first 
step”. Rather than validate it, it’s easier to 
dissect it, pick it apart. “They dip their 
pickle here, they dip their pickle there— 
why don’t those freaks just make up their 
minds!” Contrary to popular belief, 
bisexuals want to have the same kinds of 
monogamous relationships we _ do. 
Perhaps the biggest myth out there is that 
it’s just an excuse to be promiscuous, non- 
committal, and irresponsible. Three traits 
that can occur regardless of sexuality. 

For many homosexuals, before they 
came out as gay, they identified 
themselves as ‘bi’. It was a label they 
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could use for the transition period of 
uncertainty, most common in youth. 
You’re not a faggot or a dyke, but a 
bisexual. It’s easier to accept because 
there’s still “hope” for yourself this way. 
For some, this isn’t their place in the 
world, a world of questions, confusion, 
and a whole lot of bad experiences. Most 
people who experience these things find 
out over time that they do prefer one 
gender over the other, and identify fully as 
gay. However, to many, this is exactly 
where they want to be. They are truly and 
utterly capable of falling in love (and not 
just having sex) with either gender. Just 
like you or me, even though they have a 
whole other gender to choose from, they 
too are looking for just the right person. 
The bisexual phase that many gays 
experience can perhaps create ignorance 
towards what it is really all about. When 
they hear someone call themselves 
bisexual, they are less likely to believe 
them, and are more the type to dismiss 
them as ‘confused’. However, ignorance is 
not always bliss, and these gays in specific 
really should be the ones taking the extra 
step to learn more about bisexuality, rather 
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Look well all 
those who love 
all lovely things, 
the hour is, but 
the hour has wings. 


As a service to the community of Alberta, 
Leyden’s Funeral Homes and Outlooks sponsor a 
section dedicated to remembering loved ones, 
Please submit memorial text (and photo) by the 15th 
of each month to appear in this section. Call Doug at 
228-1157 for more information. 


than denying its existence. 

How many of you out there have ever 
dated a bisexual? If you haven’t, would 
you ever consider it? Would you live in 
fear that they would leave you for someone 
of the opposite sex? These are good 
questions to ponder because they can tell 
how truly comfortable you are with 
bisexuality, and how much you know 
about it. It kind of feeds that whole 
monogamy vs. promiscuity battle that 
bisexuals often get tied into. Maybe some 
gays fear that the bisexual they are dating 
is in tune to a bigger, better theory, and that 
a woman is going to come along and steal 
their man away simply because she’s got 
something different to offer. Not likely. 

Many gay youths battle a variety of 
stereotypes when they decide to come out 
as bisexual. “Are you trying to be trendy?” 
is something I’m sure many who have 
done so have heard. Is it the latest trend, or 
can it be a way of life? All of a sudden 
your sexuality can become the ball on a 
ping pong table, as people around you 
have their say about your orientation. 
Youth in particular needs more education 
and support about this often overlooked 
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sexuality. They need to know it’s not just 
a phase that many people go through, but 
rather another option in the world of 
sexualities. 

I’m not going to pretend that I’m an 
expert about this topic, because ’m not 
bisexual; but I am tired of hearing people 
talking about bisexuality as a bad thing. 
Explore it, don’t run from it; it’s just 
another one of the many diversities of the 
human race. I’m not saying go hug a 
bisexual because they’ve got it so bad; ’'m 
saying create your own awareness of the 
sexuality, rather than an ignorance of it. 

Finally I'd just like to say that it’s 
been an amazing year for me here at 
Outlooks, and congratulations to everyone 
who makes this publication happen. 
Personally it’s been a year of growth for 
me as a writer, as an advocate, and as a 
queer youth. Thank you to everyone who 
supports me, and listens to what I have to 
say each month. The feedback you give 
me is something I hold in high regard. 
We’ve come so very far in this past year, 
just think of all the boundaries we can 
blow away in the next twelve months! 
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by Robert Andrews 

Both confidential and anonymous 
HIV testing has been available in Alberta 
throughout the course of the AIDS 
epidemic as part of an infection control 
strategy based in sound public health 
policy. This is a policy that has taken into 
account the stigma associated with 
HIV/AIDS and the possible social and 
economic consequences of testing. 

The Alberta government has just 
made a move to make HIV infection a 
reportable condition in this province. 
Once this process is in place, public 
health authorities will have a legal right 
to ask for a list of sexual and/or drug 
injecting partners. While the press 
release on the subject cited a need to 
control the spread of HIV, this move at 
this time raises a number of questions. 
The most important questions raised are 
whether or not STD clinics in the 
province will still be able to offer 
“anonymous” testing, what the reporting 
system will look like, and whether public 
education campaigns around HIV testing 
will follow the policy. 

To begin with, I think that a good 
public education campaign, both 
generally and in targeted high risk 
communities, makes more public health 
sense. It is quite possible that this new 
“reporting” system is no more effective 
in contact tracing than the current 
voluntary and anonymous service of 
contact tracing now offered by STD 
clinics in this province. 

If anonymous HIV testing is 
available, people who think that they 
have been at risk of infection may test to 
find out if they have the virus and then act 
accordingly. This means that they can 
prevent infecting others, have access to 
early medical therapies and _ take 
advantage of free and confidential 
services through the STD clinics to do 
voluntary contact tracing and partner 
notification. 
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Big Brother is testing 


The government announcement on 
this issue has indicated that the names of 
people testing HIV + will be reported to 
the provincial government for tracking 
purposes, and will be kept in a 
confidential data-base. The challenge 
will be in creating a system for this 
reporting which the public trusts, as 
confidence is essential before people 
concerned about this matter will test. 

Furthermore, making HIV reporting 
mandatory may be short sighted as a 
strategy to control the spread of infection, 
for a number of reasons. First, people 
who are being legally compelled to 
provide the names of sexual partners or 
people with whom they have injected 
illegal narcotics are likely to see this 
measure in a “big brother” light and may 
be less likely to give accurate 
information. All one needs to say is, “ I 
don’t know their names.”. Second, 
people who live marginalized lives and 
live under the threat of violence or 
homelessness are less likely to test for 
HIV knowing that an “anonymous” 
contact could possibly revisit them in 
some form or another. 

Unless the CRHA and the provincial 
government make a commitment to 
maintain the technically “anonymous” 
nature of testing, this measure is likely to 
reduce willingness to test in the first 
place. This may drive HIV underground 
in a number of ways. First, it is likely to 
reduce willingness to test among people 
from marginalized communities. Also, 
people are more likely to access home 
testing kits that are available in Canada 
through American magazines and media. 
These testing kits are not free, and come 
with no pre- or post-test counselling that 
one currently receives in an STD clinic. 
Receiving an HIV + diagnosis without 
such supports could place people in 
danger. Again, home testing comes with 
no information, like the offer of free and 
confidential contact tracing services. 


WHERE'S 
THE BEEF? 


The proposed change in the Public 
Health Act may come from a contrary 
understanding of effective outreach 
concepts than those working at street 
level may subscribe to. Mandatory 
contact tracing makes a great deal of 
sense for infections and diseases like 
tuberculosis or gonorrhea which carry 
less stigma and manifest in a much 
shorter time frame than HIV, which 
makes these infections much more 
traceable. 

HIV has an “incubation” period of 
close to a decade. If we are not certain 
when someone became infected, how far 
back do you trace? Are you really likely 
to get honest or accurate answers to these 
difficult questions when someone is being 
compelled to provide them? Are we 
creating a reliance on the part of the 
public that they will be notified if they 
have been at risk. If this is the case, why 
bother going for testing oneself? 

Why now take the “AIDS issue” by 
the horns, one might ask our friends in the 
legislature? Although numbers of new 
heterosexually transmitted HIV+ 
diagnoses almost match current homo/bi- 
sexually transmitted numbers, the new 
rhetoric around controlling the spread of 
the virus is also a clear reference to the [V 
drug injecting community. This measure 
is a clear blow to those working at street 
level with the injecting community trying 
to apply health promotion principles 
(encouraging the use of current HIV 
testing services) within their harm 
reduction work. If this measure is 
instituted, I expect that fear of legal 
repercussions and the contact tracing 
issue will see the rate of HIV testing 
within this community plummet. If there 
is a safe and secure reporting system, a 
reluctance to test may only be about 
perception, but in the world of HIV 
testing one can argue that perception is 
everything. 

Reduced testing numbers will mean 
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that these members of society will not 
have the same access to early HIV 
therapy intervention that others have, and 
infection within this community may rise 
exponentially. We need only look to 
Vancouver’s experience to know that we 
must be extra vigilant about meaningful 
infection control in this community. 
B.C.’s lower mainland has the fastest 
spread of HIV infection in IV drug 
injecting communities anywhere in North 
America. Right now, this group accounts 
for about 45% of recent HIV + tests in 
Alberta. Do we want it to climb even 
more? 

There is a policy alternative to this 
proposed change, and if mandatory HIV 
reporting is to be endorsed, there is one 
major caveat. If they genuinely want to 
curb the spread of HIV in this province, 
the Minister of Health and the provincial 
government’s money may be much more 
effectively spent on an extensive public 
advertising and outreach campaign 
(especially within targeted communities) 
to encourage and promote voluntary, 
confidential or anonymous testing for 
HIV. If they promoted the availability of 
safe and professional services like those 
at STD clinics, people would be more 
likely to test. Also, in a safe and 
voluntary environment, those people who 
test HIV+ are more likely to be honest. 
After all, any system is only as good or 
accurate as those concerned allow it to 
be! 

Finally, if the proposed changes in 
the Public Health Act are implemented 
(which seems almost certain), there must 
be extra vigilance in creating a data base 
and reporting system which assures 
confidentiality. In order to promote 
continued testing among those at risk of 
HIV infection, this system must be 
accompanied by a public education 
campaign to explain reporting clearly and 
continue to encourage testing rather than 
inhibiting it. 
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Jeff Haslam: thespian tendencies 


by Darrin Hagen 

I’m sitting in The Next Act, the 
watering hole for the luminaries of 
Edmonton’s theatre scene. Designer 
Roger Schultz, actor Jeff Haslam and I are 
gossiping about the new bathhouse in 
town. None of us have gone yet. In true 
theatre fashion, we decide to wait until the 
reviews come out. 

For the better part of a decade, 
Haslam has been a key player in 
Edmonton’s theatrical milieu, exercising 
his own personal brand of charm and 
superhuman enthusiasm over the 
proceedings. Having spent the holiday 
season crooning and swooning as 
Cornelius Hackl, the romantic lead in the 
Citadel’s Hello, Dolly! (which resulted in 
rave reviews and firmly established him as 
one of Edmonton’s most dependable 
leading men) Haslam is clearly eager to 
get back to doing what he loves: working 
on the next Stewart Lemoine play. 

And there have been many Stewart 
Lemoine plays. The writer averages two 
new works annually, and in the twelve 
years of the Lemoine/Haslam 
collaboration, Haslam has acted in 
eighteen of them. The latest from the pen 
of plenty, The Rules Of Irene, opens 
March 26 at the New Varscone Theatre. I 
press for more info: what’s it about? Who 
will you play? Haslam shrugs. “We’ll 
find out at the read-through.” His trust in 
Lemoine is complete. 

The door opens, and Diva Sheri 
Somerville wafts in on the arm of 
writer/producer/director 
Stewart Lemoine, fresh from the unofficial 
launch of his first published works, where, 
according to the Diva, the cheese selection 
was awe-inspiring. He pulls the shiny new 
book from his bag and displays it to the 
Gang, who burst into applause at the sight 
of Cocktails At Pam’s and Evelyn Strange, 
two of the numerous Lemoine works in 
which many of them have performed, 
fresh off the press. Everyone starts poring 
through the paperback of plays, looking 
for the lines they know by heart. 


enigmatic 


Haslam settles back into the 
conversation. He hails originally from 
Lethbridge, and moved to Edmonton to 


study acting at the U of A. Since 
graduating in 1986, he has worked his way 
non-stop through the ranks of handsome 


male leads to emerge as a force to be 
reckoned with. Versatility, grace, and 
uncanny comedic timing are all rolled into 
this one eloquent, generous human. His 
generosity is evident in the pleasure he 
takes witnessing the success of his 
compatriots. It’s hard to get him to stay on 
the subject of Jeff Haslam for very long, as 
he shifts praise and credit to the people 
around him. But I do learn that Lemoine 
first saw Haslam perform in The Rocky 
Horror Show at Stage West in Calgary. 

Lemoine cast Haslam in the show he 
was writing for the very first Fringe 
Theatre Festival, and the two have been 
working together ever since. But Haslam 
is also in every other show in town, 
working theatres both large and small. He 
received his first Sterling nomination at 23 
in the supporting actor category. The first 
time he won, he was also hosting the 
awards show with Kate Newby. The 
second win, in 1995, was for 
best actor in the very gay 
Daniel Maclvor play 2-2- 
Tango. Both of Haslam’s 
awards were for portrayals of 
gay characters. 

So how does it feel to be 
a gay man playing a 
romantic straight lead? “I’m 
as gay as it gets, but most of 
the characters are like me: 
they’re looking for love. 
Love is love, and whether 
you're gay or straight, if 
you ve ever felt it, you can 
see it in anyone’s eyes.’ 
In addition to the 
mainstage stuff, Haslam 
and the rest of the | 
Varscona Gang spend 
every waking 
moment onstage inf 
weekly 
shows: Die-Nasty, the longest 
running show in Edmonton, 
is an improvised soap opera that for seven 
years has been packing the place every 
Monday; and The Johnny & Poki Variety 
Hour, an improvised “televised” 
talk/variety hour in which Poki Schvedtar, 
a TV host from an undetermined European 
only he can 
pronounce, delights in showcasing the 
unusual talent of the Edmonton cultural 
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scene. 

It is these artist-driven shows that are 
the pulse of Haslam’s career, and his main 
priority. Likewise the Fringe Festival, 
which Haslam says “created my career.” 

“The Fringe is an amazing tap-dance 
where we get to experience something no 
one else will experience. It’s unique in the 
world, and we own it.” The sheer range of 
product succeeds in “literally defining us 
in wildly diverse ways.” 

And it’s through The Fringe Festival 
that Lemoine’s production company, 
Teatro la Quindicina, has moved to 
mainstage prominence, then dominance, 
in Edmonton. Developing a core of actors 
dedicated to the group has been central to 
their success. Haslam’s admiration for the 
writer’s craft is genuine. “Acting is so 
temporary. It’s gone the minute is comes 
out of you. I’m always astounded by how 
forgotten actors end up despite their 
fifteen minutes of fame. I’m in awe of the 
great writers I can work 
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with, and how history remembers them.” 
He confesses a strong attraction to the 
immortality writing offers. “The only 


actors who are truly remembered by 
history, are remembered because writers 
remember them.” 

Humble words from an actor I'll 
never forget. 
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103 
employment: trades 


Wanted: long haul, Class | driver to com- 
plete team. Travel throughout United 
States, must have clean record and be 
straight acting & looking. Reply to box 
#1100 


105 
work wanted 


Country singer and guitar player for fash- 
ion shows and casual entertainment in 
return for sponsorship and outfits. Call 
Alan at 228-2883 


203 


shared accom. 


New to Calgary with beautiful 2 BDRM 
apt, looking for a gay male roommate who 
is responsible and working. Beltline luxury 
apt, $500/month. Fully furnished. Call 
John at 209-1929. 


Wanted: professional nonsmoking M/F 
to share 3000 square foot, fully furnished 
executive condominium. SW Calgary on 
Patterson Hill. With jacuzzi, garage. club- 
house, gym equipment, private bedroom 
and full bathroom, private phone line and 
more. Only 10 minutes to downtown. On 
transit route, Only $700 per month. Phone 
(403) 686-6218. 


Looking for professionally employed 
roommate to share luxury executive town- 
home in lower Mount Royal. Own bedroom 
and bathroom. April Ist. Call 860-3053. 
$500/month, includes utilities. DD $300, 
Fully furnished. 


A place in the country, 3 BDR bungalow, 
newly renovated, incl. washer, dryer, room 
for a couple of horses, barn. $1200/mo incl. 
util. Phone 938-7329 or 239-3441. 


Wanted relationship-minded GWM 30-40 
to share one BDRM apt. Must be responsi- 
ble. employed, and non-drinker. Smoker 
OK. Call Greg, evenings only, 265-3568. 


Looking for a professional and gentle 
roommate, age 40+, to find and share 
apt/condo in Beltline area. [ am a non- 


smoker, No pets. Call Alan at 263-6826 
after 8:30 pm. 
Gay male roommate wanted to share 


beautiful 4 BDRM, 2 fireplace home in SW 
Lakeview. Smoker fine but no pets. 
$500/mo incluldes utilities, cable and clean- 
ing lady. Prefer someone in either the trav- 
s|ling sales or airline industry. Contact Bill 
it 246-4269 


SHARE COTTAGE FOR SUMMER 


Cozy A-frame cottage, | 1/4 hours east 
of Calgary on treed secluded lot. Fireplace, 
sun deck, lake close by, tennis, golf & club- 
house. Available April to September. 
Would like to share for the season. (403) 
228-5517. 


204 
accommodations 


11TH STREET LODGING 

Rooms and suites in downtown Calgary. 
Fully furnished and very clean. Great loca- 
tion. From $25.00 to $100.00 per night. 
Some weekly rates. VISA, M/C, Diners. 
Call John or Pete at (403) 209-0111. Please 
mention you saw our ad in Outlooks. 


305 
general sales 


EXPRESS VIDEO 


Over 1,000 gay 
male movies to buy 
-or rent! Hot new 
releases: hard to 
find classics; mail 
order too! Visit or 
write to: Express 

* Video, #202, 11745 
Jasper Ave., 

. Edmonton. Alta. 
*; TSKONS. Ph:403- 
me} 482-7480. 


friends 


PEN PAL WANTED 


RUSSIAN boy from Ukraine, 22 y.o., 176 
cm. 70 kg, very handsome, athletic, smooth, 
masculine, would like to meet an honest, 
sincere man for the real friendship and love. 
My address is: Vadim Ivanov, P.O. Box 
8362, Kharkoy-105, 310105, Ukraine 


Stable gay couple, (40 yrs. 145 lbs, 5°8”, 
bl, br, thick 6 1/2”) and (30 yrs. 165 lbs, 
5°10”, br, bl, 7”) seek hot hard horny hung 
9”+ gay or bi stud for occasional fun, Photo 
gets fastest response. Reply #1091 


We're an early 30’s professional male 
couple, fairly new to Calgary. looking for 
other couples STRICTLY for friendship, 
movies, theatre, dining, sports. All replies 
answered. Reply #1092 


BANFF/CANMORE 
GWM Banff guy, 34, 5°10”, 165 Ibs, 9” 


cut, wanting to meet gay guys in Bow 
Valley for friendship and fun times. Give it 
ago! Reply #1097 


Looking for hot daytime encounter. No 
fatties or femmes. Role playing a plus! 
Reply #1057 


Amateur S&M/B&D dude looking for 
partners for short or long term scenarios. 
Photos and expectations a must. Reply 
#1081 


GWM, 40, looking for younger profes- 
sional male for fun and travel. Must be into 
outdoors and quiet times. Reply #1084. 


Masculine GWM French dude in 
Canmore looking for love, romance, pas- 
sionate relationship with another cute hon- 
est dude, my age 20-27 Calgary or Bow 
Valley. By the way, I’m slim built, clean cut 
N/S real gentleman. Enjoy movies, restau- 
rants, intimate relationships. Steven @ #5 
200 Elk Run Blvd, Canmore, Alberta T1W 
1G7. 


Indonesian professional male, 39 y.o., 
wishes to have professional male penpals. [ 
look younger, slim. I prefer white or mixed 
Asian/Caucasian/Latino males. Reply 
#1101, 


Soul mate: GWM seeks Almost Mr. 
Perfect. I am 40 years old with brown hair. 
blue eyes & goatee. I’m 5°8”, weight 170 
ibs. gym-going, non-smoker. Some of my 
interests include jogging, movies, long 
walks, theatre, dancing, etc. I am seeking 
someone between 28-48 who takes care of 
his body and who would like to walk with 
me into our twilight years. Take a chance 
on you and me. Box me. Reply #1102. 


Edmonton bi, 43, not into bar scene, seek- 
ing guy whose biggest anatomical feature is 
his heart. Am introverted yet sociable; seri- 
ous yet like to laugh: fit and live healthy. 
Relationship intended. Common interests: 
writing, theatre, films, hockey, and wanting 
some real passion in life. Prefer masculine, 
intelligent non-smoker 25-40. Reply #1103. 


Country boy, 5’9”, 180 lbs, 32 vears old, 
clean smooth body, looking for same 25-35, 
must be straight looking and acting and 
have your life together. Love horses and 
mountains. Reply #1104. 


Norwegian stud, tall and blond, certainly 
not stupid, looking to put together a few 
special men for great group discussions. 
Sure. Clean, healthy and good looking a 
must. Send info & picture to Box #1105. 


Transgender male, androgynous appear- 
ance. Outdoorsy, cuddly, chatty and fun 
cross-dresser, Seeking a tall caring male 
companion, 45+, offering honest friendship, 
discretion assured, Reply #1106. 


Slim, middle-aged small town guy, visits 
Calgary weekly, seeks friend. Loves camp- 
ing in the mountains. Reply #1107. 


Attractive bisexual, 35, 5°9”, 160 Ibs. 
looking for older gay man for oral service 
on a regular basis. Reply #1108. 


Male, late 30s, clean, healthy, seeks 
heavyset, hairy bottom, male, any age over 
40 for fun times, Reply #1109, 


Very good looking masculine male, 28 
years. Looking for longterm relationship. 
Into all aspects B/D, S/M, very serious, 
must be well equipped. Reply #1110. 


Middle Eastern man, 40, sincere, fit, not 
into bars, seeks friendship and more with 
nice guy. Reply #1111. 


Daddy looking for hairy cupid stud into 
some S/M. Hobbies: skiing, swimming, 
horseback riding. Lotsa hugs & affection, 
Reply #1112. 


Two GWM tops seek bottoms. Us: 40s. 
You: under 30s, submissive boy toy, into 
oral, toys. Safe, casual and more. Reply 
#1113. 


Get a spanking from a pleasant experi- 
enced master who knows how to deliever ro 
deserving bottoms. Careful and discreet. 
Reply #1114. 


404 
dating services 


ALL MALE ACTION 


Meet and talk to other hot men! Call 777- 
9481 in Calgary, and 413-7144 in Edmonton 
for free trial membership. Find whatever 
you are looking for! 


405 


personal announcements 


Rumour has it! Miss Pepsi is madly in 
love with Ron... 


Growing local arts group requires a vol- 
unteer treasurer. Prefer someone with an 
accounting background. Call Rob at 244- 
9226. 


507 


general announcements 


Looking for a mentor. If you're involved 
in advertising or public relations as a copy- 
writer or creative director, this future copy- 
writer needs your advice. Reply #1115. 
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Looking for a new friend? 


Place a classified ad in Outlooks and find the. 
special someone who's looking for you... 


601 
accommodations 


FOXWOOD BED & BREAKFAST 


“#@ Located in the heart of Calgary & 
# Western hospitality! A beautiful 1910 
/Edwardian home, located in presti- 
gious Mt. Royal, with a charming 
ntique decor, Very comfortable 
rooms with Queen size ‘pillow top” beds, fine linens, cable 
color TV & ‘handmade’ robes. Awake to our “homemade’ 
full breakfast. Close to clubs, restaurants and shopping. 
Discover Calgary and the Foxwood for business or pleasure. 
1725 - 12 St. S.W., Calgary. 244-6693, Fax 244-4098 


j Pe 


CALGARY WESTWAYS GUEST HOUSE 


This 1912 downtown 
Heritage home in the histori- 
cal Mission district. 
Westways with its antiques 
and curios from around the 
world creating a warm, 
unique ambiance is Alberta’s 
first and Calgary's leading 
gay-owned B&B. Private 
ensuite bathrooms in all bed- 
rooms plus TV (VCR available) & telephone. Check our 
web page at <http://www.westways.ab.ca> for March spe- 
cials or phone Jonathon at (403) 229-1758. Fax: (403) 228- 
6265. 216 - 25 Ave. SW, Calgary, Alberta. 


CANADA 


Vacation with 
class at the 
Mountainberry Inn. 


: ; 4 soe A country hideaway 
The Mountain Berry Inn overlooking the 


Shuswap Lake. 40 private acres. 6 minutes off the Trans- 
Canada highway, midway between Calg. and Van. Lovely 


cottage or B&B available. 
8891. 


Group rates too! (250)835- 


FERNIE WESTWAYS GUEST HOUSE at Fernie 
Alpine Ski Resort 


Ski all day and then relax in the 
7 outdoor hot tub or in front of the log 
fire. Spectacular mountain views, 
excellent reasonable rates and great 
hospitality at this spacious 1908 
Heritage Home with onsite parking, 
Flocated in the historical city of 


Male. 


gis ecbael 
ae Jol 


IN THE NEWS: 
gay resource launched 


On February 14, Queers Online, expected to become 
Canada’s #1 web site for gays and lesbians, was launched. 

The website is produced by the Pink Triangle Press, 
publishers of Xtra West!, Xtra!, Capital Xtra!, and Canadian 
Starting on Tuesday, March 10, a new round of news, 
features and reviews will be uploaded every two wecks. 
(Horoscopes change weekly.) 

Queers Online is located at http://www.queersonline.com. 


New Internet 


HOT FIREMEN 
From: Centaur Films 

Starring: Johnny Hansen, J.T. Sloan, Will 
Clark, Kyle Reardon, Alex Kincaid, Sam Crockett, 
Paul Carrigan and Chris Anthony 

Running Time: 110 flaming minutes 


A California brush fire, high in the Hollywood 
Hills, creates the setting for a firefighter’s camp. 
Extra hands are needed for this emergency and the 
Hollywood fire station captain, Hank, calls in Tom, a 
new recruit. 

However, Tom’s not sure about becoming a 
firefighter isolated from the rest of the community 
amongst a group of studly, straight men. He might be 
found out! His friend Drew stops by to give him a 
ride to the station and ends up giving some 


Fernie, at the heart of the B.C. Rockies, just 3 hours drive 
south and west of Calgary. For that wonderful R&R you 
deserve, call us at (250) 423-3058 or check our web page 
<http://www.westways.ab.ca> for March specials. 


‘business opportunities 


Successful Eclectibles is looking for new local artwork 
Paintings, sculptures, ironwork etc. Please call Donna at 
686-1152. 


listings 


CALGARY 


ARGRA Dance March 21st at Victoria Park Community 
Centre, 8 pm. 


ATP’s PanCanadian playRites 98 runs until March 8. The 
12th annual festival includes many exhilarating events. 
playRites passPorts only $50. After playRites, ATP presents 
Picasso at the Lapin Agile by Steve Martin from March 22 - 
April 8. For more information and tickets call ATP box 
office 294-7402 or 299-8888. 


Boyztown-Metro and the Rekroom. Western Cup 
Weekend: April 9 - 12. Thursday: Apollo Meet & Greet. 
Friday: Stripper at 11:00. Saturday: Late Nite Dancing. 
Sunday: Fashion show. Drink specials all weekend! 


3SM presents the Ides of March, a leather/SM/fetish 
workshop weekend. March 6 & 7, 1998. For further infor- 
mation contact Don Bastian, (403) 276-2471. 


Devon Mills & Rita at Arena stage Friday March 20, 
12:30 am. First annual Diva Awards with the Detour Girls, 
March 23. “The Illusion Factor’, March 27 with Devon 
Mills and Sandy St. Peters. 


Team Calgary presents Mardi Gras, Saturday March 21 at 
the Bridgeland Community Association. Happy hour: 7 - 9 
pm; dance party until 2 am. Advance tickets: $5, $10 at the 


door. Call Jo at 291-1313 or Terry at 228-6381. Support 
Team Calgary at the Gay Games! 
Resurrection--Fashion / Fantasy, April 12, 1998 at 


Boyztown Metro. Benefits go to Beswick House. 


Pride Calgary--Pride Week planning is under 
way! Come out and get involved. Call Linda at 
242-0223. Pride Week will be June 13-21, 1998. 


ae | 
’PRipe 


A Celebration of Unity--a Benefit for PFLAG Calgary: 
Thursday, March 5 at the Midnight Cafe, 1330 8 St. SW. 
Cocktails .at 7:30, dinner at 8:00. Show with Deanna 
Stevens and Friends. Door prizes, 50/50 tickets, shooter 
trays. Tickets: $15, available at the Midnight Cafe, or call 
Deb at 286-4094 or Deanna/Ron at 244-1590. 


reassurance that a work camp with horny men might 
just be fun. Just in case, Drew gives Tom a send-off 
which definitely puts out the fiery jitters inside him. 
While Tom’s en route to report for duty, Hank is 
being entertained by Mouse, whose hot lips could 
probably start a fire of their own. But Hank proves, 


EDMONTON, ALTA 


A conference entitled “Embracing Spirituality/Embracing 
Sexuality: Exploring Lebian, Gay, Bisexual and 
Transgender Realities in a Faith Context”, will be held on 
March 20-22 1998 at Grant MacEwan Community College 
The purpose of the conference is to provide a safe, positive 
space in which lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgendered peo- 
ple of faith can explore the sacred as well as secular realities 
that inform the experience of God’s people 
highlights will include MP Svend Robinson 
speaker. 
9732. 


Conference 
as opening 
For information contact Read Sherman, (403) 437- 


Xena Night at the Roost: 
1998! Female dancer, show at midnight. 
426-3150. 


VERNON, B.C. 


get medieval on March 27, 
10345 - 104 St 


North Okanagan Gay Organization holds gay dances: 
April 4, May 23, June 26, August 15, and October 31 at the 
Eagles Hall in Vernon. For further info you can call 542 
4842 or 558-6198, or e-mail nogo @junction.net. 


when his hose is out and ready for action, that he’s the 


best firefighter in town. Mouse demonstrates that his 
nickname doesn’t reflect his physical attributes and 
can hold his own with the best of the firemen. 

Tom’s arrival at the bunkhouse is a huge affair 
and he is welcomed by Kyle Reardon and Paul 
Carrigan, who proceed with his initiation to the force. 
This threesome quickly reassures Tom that life as a 
firefighter is full of big surprises and he will fit in 
quickly. 

When work is done, the fires are under control 


and two firefighters are left behind. Johnny Hansen 
and J.T. Sloan missed their ride back to camp and 
have to fend for themselves. Johnny quickly proves 
the best is saved for last and his fully extended hose 
would blow away any fire that dared to spark near 
him. 

Watching this video will surely make it hard for 
you to walk past a fire alarm without setting it off just 
to see the men in action with their specialized 
equipment. 

Our Edmonton review is sponsored by Express 
Video, #202 11745 Jasper Avenue, (403) 482-7480. 


RATING: ouT OF FIVE POSSIBLE STARS 


MUSIC: *& 
BODIES: ek = STORY: kk 
ACTION SCENES: kkk 


° UT L6Q KS March '98 


“ Queerword answers .:.see puzzle’ on page 23 


97 Colt Superstar, April 96 Playgirl, A 
3-time Advocate cover mall, August 96 


” SPECIAL OFFER 
FOR OUTLOOKS 
READERS: 


Pay our usual U.S. 
rates--in ‘Canadian 
dollars! 


SET: kkk 
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CALGARY 


11TH STREET LODGING 

Gay owned and operated, recently renovated rooming 
house located close to bars and nightclubs. 209-0111. 

A WOMAN’S PLACE BOOKSTORE 

1412 Centre Street S., 263-5256, Large collection of gay, 
lesbian, New Age, fiction, non-fiction books. 

AIDS CALGARY 

Education and resource centre. Located at #300, 1021 10th 
Ave. SW. Call 228-0155. 

AFTER DARK 

Video rentals, magazine and video sales, adult toys. 
Located at 1314 Ist St SW. Phone 264-7399. 

ALBERTA GAY, LESBIAN, BISEXUAL AND TWO- 
SPIRITED RURAL YOUTH OUTREACH PROJECT 

Education and support for queer rural youth. Call Melanie 
at 283-8591 or write Planned Parenthood Alberta #304, 301 14 St. 
N.W., Calgary, AB, T2N 2A1. 

ALBERTA ROCKIES GAY RODEO ASSOCIATION 

Dance March 21st, 8:00 pm, Victoria Park Hall. Call 541- 
8140 for more info. 

ALPINE FRONT RUNNERS 

Gay running group. Phone Gene for more information at 
244-4644, 

APOLLO 

Umbrella organization for a series of sport clubs. Call Steve 
Eastes at 270-0742 for more info or e-mail to apollo @igbo.org. 
BOWLING CLUB, Meet Wednesdays and Sundays. Call Irish 
293-7708 or Pat 229-0600, CURLING CLUB call Rob at 686- 
3272. Volleyball Club call Pat at 281-3275. 

ARENA COFFEE BAR 

Intimate coffee bar at 310 17th Ave. SW. 

BACKLOT 

Located at 209 10th Avenue S.W. Open 7 days a week at 4 
pm. Call 265-5211. 

BEARBACK CALGARY 

A special club for Bears, their cubs and admirers. Call Terry 
or Mark at 273-1765 

BOYZTOWN METRO & REK ROOM 

Large multilevel night club, members only. Located at 213 
10th Avenue S.W., phone 265-2028. 

BUCK NAKED BOYS CLUB 

Non-sexual social naturist club for gay men. Website: 
<http://www.cal.shaw.wave.ca/~jmullins/bnbe> E-mail: 
bnbe@cal.shaw.wave.ca. Phone: (403) 251-2658. 

CALGARY COMMUNITY/POLICE LIAISON 
COMMITTEE 

A committee dealing with hate, prejudice, and bias crimes. 
Call Richard 233-0104, Stephen 266-9175, or S/Sgt Lanny Fritz or 
Const. Russ Pouliotte 268-8399. 

CLAGPAG 

Calgary Lesbian and Gay Political Action Guild welcomes 
all interested parties. Call 266-5318. 

CALGARY MEN’S CHORUS 

Meet at the Old Y Community Centre every Sunday, 7pm. 
Rehearsals, new members always welcome. Call 244-9226. 

CALGARY MEN’S FLAG FOOTBALL LEAGUE 

Looking for gay or gay-positive men who are interested in 
playing in a non-contact, recreational and competitive league 
starting in April. Call Rob at 217-3272. 

CALGARY NETWORKING CLUB 

A Gay and Lesbian business and social networking club that 
meets at Arena the first Tuesday of every month, 5pm - 7:30pm. 
Call 541-0459. 

CHICKENHAWKS BISTRO 

Specializes in chicken, ribs, sandwiches, salads, and pasta. 
Open Monday through Saturday. 550 11th Ave. S.W. 263-7177. 

DETOUR 

Located at 318 17th Avenue SW. 

DIFFERENT STROKES CALGARY SWIM CLUB 

Meet weekly. Call Jim at 541-1126 or Dan at 252-2938. 

DYKES ON MYKES 

Calgary’s only lesbian radio show airs the first Tuesday of 
the month from 8-9 p.m. on CJSW 90.9 FM. Call 266-2407 for 
more information: 

ENTRE NOUS 

Fabulous French Fare. Outrageous Maitre-d’s. Located at 
2206 4th Street SW, Phone 228-5525 for reservations. 

FOXWOOD 

Gay owned and operated bed & breakfast. 1725 - 12th St. 
SW. 244-6693. 

FREEDOM FM RADIO 

Radio program every other Wednesday. Call Gene or Craig 
at 220-3902. 

GAY FATHERS 

Support Group. Call 948-6601 for more info. 

GAY AND LESBIAN ACADEMICS, STUDENTS 
AND STAFF (GLASS) 

Social, political and educational organization. Call 220- 
2872. E-mail: glass @acs.ucalgary.ca, Website: 
http://www.ucalgary,ca/~glass 

G.L.C.S.A. “GAYLINES” 

Calgary’s largest resource and support service for the 
gay/lesbian/bisexual/transsexual community. Call 234-8973 or try 
their automated line at 234-9752. 

GOLIATHS AND THE TEXAS LOUNGE 
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Back entrance to the steam bath, only one in Calgary. Texas 
Lounge has some of the most competitive drink prices around, 
Happy hour 3-7 p.m. Located at 308 17th Ave. SW, phone 229- 
0911. 

GRABBAJABBA 

Located at 1610 10th St. S.W., right in the heart of Calgary’s 
Gay Ghetto, great coffee and light meals. Lots of reading materials 
and courtesy phone for customers. 

GRABBAJABBA TIVOLI 

Live jazz every second Friday night. Smoking section. 
Located at 2015 4th St. S.W. 

IDENTITY YOUTH GROUP 

An under 25 years of age youth support group with various 
activities throughout the year, Call 777-9499, Xtension 4297. 

IMPERIAL SOVEREIGN COURT OF THE 
CHINOOK ARCH (ISCCA) 

Call 277-4775 for an update on activities. 

INTEGRITY 

Christian Fellowship for the gay & lesbian community. 
Meets second and fourth Sundays of each month 7:30 p.m., St. 
Stephens Church, 1121 14 Ave. S.W. Phone 270-9661 for more 
information. 

KNOX UNITED CHURCH 

506 4 St. S.W., Weekly church services, 11 am Sundays. 

LAMBDA CAR CLUB 

Are you a car buff who happens to be gay? Join the 1,000 
members across North America for shows, fun runs, swap meets 
etc. Call Cliff at 245-3483. 

LE CHAT NOIR/ THE BLACK CAT 

Martini/dining bar. 2202 - 4th St. S.W. 228-3346. 

MIDNIGHT CAFE & BAR 

Located at 1330 8th Sweet SW. 229-9322. 

MONEY PENNIES EATERY & BAR 

The people bar with a great restaurant. Newly renovated, 
great food. 11am - 3 am, seven days a week. Located at 111 15th 
Ave. SW, call 263-7411. 

PFLAG 

A peer support group for Parents, Friends, and Families of 
Lesbians and Gays which meets the fourth Tuesday of each month 
at 7:00 pm in the Common Room at the Old Y, 223-12 Ave SW. 
For information call Gail 277-5227. 

PRIME TIMERS CALGARY 

A social club for gay and bisexual men aged 35 plus and 
their friends. They meet every 2nd Sunday of each month at 
Money Pennies at 4pm. Call 234-8973. 

RAINBOW LAMBDA SOCIETY OF CALGARY 

Representing Mr., Ms., and Mz. Gay Calgary. Call Doug at 
750-0105. 

ROCKY MOUNTAIN SINGERS 

Rehearse each Tuesday at 7:00 pm in the Victoria Park 
Community Centre, lounge side. No auditions required. Come 
join the fun and the music. For information contact John Dul at 
209-0111, email dulj@cadvision.com 

ROOKS BAR & EATERY 

Mostly lesbian bar and restaurant located at 112 16th 
Avenue NW, phone 277-1922 for more information. 

SAME SEX DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 

Call Jane Oxenbury and break the cycle. 255-7004. 

SPEAK SEBASTIAN 

Calgary’s original gay and lesbian radio show. Airs at 9pm 
on the first and third Wednesday of the month on CJSW FM 90.9. 
Call Stephen at 266-9175 or CJSW at 220-3902. 

STONEWALL CONNECTION 

A full service travel agency offering gay destinations. 
Canada’s official travel agency for the 1998 Amsterdam Gay 
Games. #320 3545 32nd Ave. N.E. (403) 250-3061. Toll-free 1- 
888-22-TRIPS. 

THE REAL ME 

Matching up singles and couples who want to share their 
individual special interests with someone special. Call Mort 931- 
4821. 

UNITY PAGES 

Local Calgary business directory of gay/lesbian and 
gay/lesbian friendly businesses. Phone 261-1711. 

VICTORIA’S RESTAURANT 

Located at 306 17th Avenue SW. 244-9991. 

WESTWAYS GUEST HOUSE 

Heritage home in the historical Mission district, 216-25 
Ave SW. 229-1758. 

WITH THE TIMES 

Carries more than 2000 magazines and newspapers, gay 
and lesbian titles also. Two locations, 2212 A 4th St. SW and a 
Kensington location, Call 244-8020. 


EDMONTON 


109 DISCOTHEQUE 

10045 - 109 st. (403) 413-DISO (3476) Edmonton’s 
performance art showbar. Mixing live and recorded music, gays 
and straights, no negativity. 

AIDS NETWORK OF EDMONTON SOCIETY 

Located at #201, 11456 Jasper Ave, Phone 488-5742. 
Support services for people affected with HIV infection/AIDS, an 
info line, counselling, referrals, support groups, preventive 
education programs, a resource centre, speakers bureau, gay men’s 
outreach project, advocacy and public awareness campaigns. 

AUDREY’S BOOKS 

Located at 10702 Jasper Avenue, Phone 423-3487, Full 


service book store with large gay and lesbian selection 

AXIOS 

A support group, local chapter of the international 
organization of Eastem Orthodox and Eastern-Rite Catholic Gay 
and Lesbian Christians. Phone 454-8449 for more information. 

BOOTS & SADDLES 

Large tavern with pool tables, restaurant service, great drink 
prices, great shows. Located at 10242 106th Street. Members 
only. 

BUDDY’S BAR 

Located at 10116 124th St., phone 488-6636. 

CELEBRATION OF WOMEN IN THE ARTS 

Pro women. Pro men. Pro active. We are a 
multidisciplinary arts organization. Call 403-424-0287 for more 
info, 905-10136-100 Street, Edmonton TSJ OP!. Located at 
10116 124th St.; phone 488-6636. 

DOWN-UNDER ~~ 

Brand new steam bath. 12224 Jasper Aye, 482-7960. 

DIGNITY EDMONTON 

This local chapter is a support community for lesbigay 
Catholics and friends. Call Dennis at 482-6845. 

EXPRESS VIDEO 

Video sales and rentals, interesting products and contacts. 
Located at #202, 11745 Jasper Ave. Call 482-7480. 

FREE *TO* BE VOLLEYBALL ASSOC, 

Competitive volleyball, intermediate and advanced leyels. 
Each Tuesday, 7-9:30pm, MacEwan Centre. 428-3375. 

GAY & LESBIAN COMMUNITY CENTRE OF 
EDMONTON (GLCCE) 

Located at 10612 124th Street, #103, phone 488-3234. 
Open Monday - Friday 7pm - 10pm. Support groups, library, 
regular movie nights and discussion nights. 

GAYLINES 

A telephone mailbox service for business, social, travel and 
personal use. Phone 486-9661 to request a mailbox or for more 
information. 

GREATER EDMONTON PRIDE PAGES ~ 

Gay and Gay friendly business directory, Call 988-3932 for 
more info. 

ILLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB 

Meets the 2nd Thursday each month at GLCCE 

INTERFAITH ASSOCIATION ON AIDS 

Providing spiritual support and connections for those 
affected by HIV/AIDS. #201, 11456 Jasper Avenue, Edmonton. 
(403) 448-1768. 

KAMENA GALLERY & FRAMES 

9939 - 170 Street. 413-8362. 

7510 - 82 Ave. 944-9497. 

LABYRINTH LAKE LODGE 

Private country retreats for couples and small groups. 45 
min SE of Edmonton. 878-3301, lablake@compusmart.ab.ca. 

LAMBDA CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY CHURCH 

Serving the gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgendered 
community. Worship services Sunday evenings at 7 p.m. (403) 
474-0753. 11148 - 84 Avenue (Gameau United Church). 

LYONS EMPIRE INC. 

Located at 10121 124th Street, wide selection of video 
rentals, clothing and other adult oriented products. Homebase for 
Times .10 Newspaper. Call 488-6915. 

LUTHERANS CONCERNED 

A spiritual community which gathers monthly for sharing, 
friendship, individual support, and a safe space for our own 
spiritual questions. Call Tim at 482-2294 or e-mail 
LuthCone @freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 

METROPOLITAN COMMUNITY CHURCH OF 
EDMONTON 

Weekly church services, non denominational. Call 429- 
2321 for more info. 

NEW ALLIANCE TRAVEL 

Edmonton’s locally gay owned and operated full service 
travel agency. #402 Energy Square, 10109 --106 Street. Call T- 
AM-PINK (426-7465), outside Edmonton 1-888-621-4414. 

NORTHERN LIGHTS BED & BREAKFAST 

Quiet guest rooms in a comfortable home, heated pool and 
close to West Edmonton Mall. Reasonable rates. Call 483-1572 
for reservations. 

PFLAG 

Promotes health and well-being through support, education 
and advocacy. Call 944-1394 

PRIME TIMERS 

Social group for gay/bisexual men over 40 and their friends. 
Monthly meetings second Sunday of each month at 3:00pm, Call 
Peter at 426-7019 for more info. 

SHAKESPEAR’S 

Located at 2nd flr, 10306 112th St, phone 429-7234 for 
more info. 

THE LUSH 

Located at 10030 102 St. Live bands, funky music, great 
staff, opening up Thursday nights for a straight-gay mixed crowd. 
Call 424-2745 for more information. 

THE ROOST 

A multilevel night club, open 7 days a week, 4:00pm. - 
3:00am Mond-Sat, 8:00pm -3:00am Sunday. Disco upstairs, 
western downstairs. 10345 104th Street, Call 426-3150 


BANFF 
GAYLINE BANFF 


760-2888. Networking, hiking, occasional social activities. 
GRANDE PRAIRIE 


QUEER NORTH GAY & LESBIAN COMMUNITY 
ASSOCIATION 

Box 1492, Grande Prairie, AB, T8V 4Z3. (403) 539-3325. 
E-mail spak @telusplanet.net 

SOUTH PEACE AIDS COUNCIL 

Phone 538-3388 for support or information. 

LETHBRIDGE 

AIDS CONNECTION SOCIETY 

421,515 7 St. South T1H 2G8. Info line: Mon 9-8, Tue-Fri 
9-5. 328-8186 (fax) 328-8564. 

GALA/LA pes 

Peer support line 329-4666, Mondays and Wednesdays 7 - 
10.. Qpen-meetings every six weeks. Coffee nights: Thursdays 8 - 
10, Carole’s Bistro. For more information, call 329-4666. 

PFLAG 

First Monday of every month. Call 320-1446. 

Q&A 

Ratified society for gay, lesbian and bisexual students, staff 
and faculty and their allies. University of Lethbridge. Call 329- 
4666 for further details. 

THE GALA OCCASION 

Newsletter of the Lethbridge gay community, published 8 
times annually, Call 329-4666 for submission deadlines or to 
subscribe. 

YOUTH GROUP 

For further details, call 329-4666 with ideas or to volunteer. 


MEDICINE HAT 


PRAIRIE PRIDE 

Support and social group for Medicine Hat district. They 
meet the Ist and 3rd Friday of every month Phone 527-9050 for 
more details. 


RED DEER 


THE OTHER PLACE 

Nightclub located at #4, 5579 47th Street, phone 342-6440. 
Open Tuesday - Sunday 4pm - 3am. DJ Friday/Saturday. Call 
ahead for event information. 

RAINBOW BOOKS 

Phone 341-6616 to place special orders. 


KELOWNA, B.C. 


OKANAGAN RAINBOW COALITION (ORC) 

. Box 711, Stn. A., Kelowna, B.C. VIT 7P4. Call (250) 860- 
8555 for current events and information. Monthly dances at 1304 
Ellis St. 

BEAN SCENE 
Coffee shop that holds a gay coffee night, each Monday 
from 7pm - 10pm. Call (250) 763-1814 for more information. 


VERNON, B.C. 


NORTH OKANAGAN GAY ORGANISATION 
Call 250-542-4842. 


WINNIPEG, Man. 


WINNIPEG GAY/LES/BI YOUTH GROUP 

Support & social group for those under 25. Meets Thurs, 
7:30pm. Call Rex 244-4526 

WINNIPEG GAY/LES/BI RESOURCE CENTRE 

#1, 222 Osbome St. S, phone 284-5208. Info and peer 
counselling, workshops, resource centre. 


BRANDON, Man. © 


BRANDON AIDS SUPPORT 

For PLWAs & friends/family, education. Call 763-4443. 

GAY & LESBIANS OF BRANDON & ELSEWHERE 

Phone lines Fridays 7-9pm, 727-4297. Socials every 3rd 
Friday, 2nd flr Canadian Inn. 


REGINA, Sk. 


PINK TRIANGLE COMMUNITY SERVICES 

Health, education & support group, info line, 
referrals/events. 525-6046. 

GAY AND LESBIAN COMMUNITY CENTRE OF 
REGINA 

Private members club. Home of Oscar's Lounge and Brixx 
Dance Bar. Open 7 days per week from 8:30 p.m. to 3 a.m. 1422 
Scarth Street. Phone: (306) 522-7343. 


SASKATOON, Sk. 


GAY & LESBIAN HEALTH SERVICES 

Health agency, education, support and counselling. Box 
8581 203-220 3rd Ave. S. Phone 665-1224. Fax: 665-1280. 

GLUS 

Support for faculty & staff of U of S. Call 652-6080. 

PERCEPTIONS 

A gay publication produced eight times yearly for the 
prairies. 3rd Flr, 241 2nd Ave. S., Saskatoon, S7K 6K7. Phone 
(306) 244-1930. Fax (306) 665-1280. Email: 
perceptions @the.link,ca 

CAFE BROWSE 

Books, magazines, coffee, full menu/desserts, 269B-3rd 
Ave S, 87K 1M3, phone 664-BOOK. 

DIVA’S 

Private members club. 110-220 3rd Ave. S., alley entrance, 
665-0100. 

OUT OF THE CLOSET BOUTIQUE 

Fundraising venture of GLHS, T-shirts, magazines, cards, 
jewellery, gifts, GLHS. (306) 665-1224. 


Ottawa: a capital idea 
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It may be “Springtime in the Rockies” 
but that doesn’t mean you shouldn't get 
away for a spring repose. What about 
Ottawa? Coming from the west, Ottawa 
wouldn’t normally be your first choice, but 
it can offer the gay and lesbian traveler an 
interesting sojourn and a surprisingly fun 
holiday. National pride aside, Ottawa does 
not qualify as one of the world’s great 
capitals; nevertheless, it does offer graceful 
architecture, fine museums and natural 
beauty. You may not want to live there, but 
you should definitely consider it for a visit. 

With acres of parks and greenery, 
spring is an excellent time to visit our 
capital as its gardens are ablaze with tulips 
commemorating Canada’s aid to Holland 
during World War II. Straddling the border 
between Ontario and Quebec, Ottawa 
combines the best of both cultures and 
visibly demonstrates our two dominant 
identities. In one day you can see the work 
of a great Canadian painter at our very 
impressive National Gallery; commune 
with the spirit of Mackenzie King at his 
country estate of Kingsmere; examine Inuit 
carvings at the Museum of Civilization in 
Hull; stop by for a happy hour beverage at 
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the Lookout; and finish the day in one of the 


“ , fe tm —. 
many ethnic restaurants in the market area. 
The Byward Market is a unique Ottawa 
attraction that has undergone major 
renovations recently and is a worthy 
destination in itself. It offers elegant 
shopping, food and vegetable stalls, great 
cruising, and opportunities to strut your 
stuff at one of its many sidewalk cafes. 

Walking around the capital is the best 
way to see the sights and experience the 
city. Dominating its skyline are the 
Parliament Buildings, set high on a hill 
overlooking the Ottawa river, and they are 
the must-see focal point of any city 
sightseeing. Free tours are offered daily, 
and feature information on the history of 
Parliament, and the Canadian parliamentary 
system. 

Beyond the Parliament Buildings and 
past the Chateau Laurier is Sussex Drive, 
where you can make a day of walking, 
gallery-hopping and embassy-spotting. 
Dominating the scene is the National 
Gallery, an impressively modern glass and 
steel building that houses many of 
Canada’s art treasures. Plan to spend as 
much of a day that you can at the Gallery, as 
it is an awesome, world-class art museum. 


Continue your walking tour by heading 
towards Rideau Hall (the official residence 
of the Governor General, located at the end 
of Sussex Drive), and you will pass a 
number of impressive architectural sites 
including the United States Embassy, the 
Canadian War Museum, the Mint, the 
French and British Embassies and the 
Prime Minister’s official residence. (Jean 
may be out but you can always wave at 
Bruce, the official gardener’s assistant.) 
Befitting its status as a national capital, 
Ottawa offers a rich array of cultural events 
from theatre, opera and dance to sports and 
music. An extensive selection of arts and 
entertainment is available year “round and 
the city boasts seven important art galleries, 
13 prominent museums and an ongoing 
selection of festivities and cultural 
adventures. Check Ottawa’s web site 
(www.ottawa.com) for a current listing of 
exhibitions and festivals to coincide with 
your visit. Not to be missed is the Canadian 
Museum of Civilization (a spectacular 
building on the Hull side of the Ottawa 
river) that features an IMAX theatre, 
ongoing events and the most extensive and 
impressive display of Canadiana in the 
country. This and the aforementioned 
National Gallery can easily consume a day, 
and you will still have missed the bulk of 
what they have to offer. Also interesting 
and worthy of a visit (if you have the time 
available) are the National Museum of 
Science and Technology and the National 
Aviation Museum (one of the world’s best). 
Ottawa does provide a surprising range 
of gay and lesbian activities and venues, 
although its proximity to Montreal does 
provide a backup for those local residents 
and guests who really want to party. Gay 
life in the Capital Region used to be 
concentrated in Hull, but with a change in 
morality laws on both sides of the border, it 
has now shifted to Ottawa, a surprisingly 
tolerant environment. Government, as the 
main employer in the Capital Region, has 


‘OUTLPQKS 


always attracted socially-conscious gay and 
lesbian professionals, and generally 
provides them with a more tolerant work 
culture. Nonetheless, as is the case in many 
cities, there always seem to be more gays 
and lesbians walking the streets and office 
corridors than ever appear at “obvious gay 
and venues, and Ottawa is no 
exception. For a current listing of gay 
activities and events, check the web site - 
(www/ gayottawa.com/) or drop in at one of 
Wildes’ two locations for a copy of Capital 
Xtra. 

Two popular establishments are 
located in the Byward Market area. The 
Lookout (41 York Street, upstairs), is an 
earlier-hour, upbeat bar with a friendly, 
trendy atmosphere, and caters more to 
lesbians later in the evening. A block away 
(15 George Street) is the Market Station, 
which features a small bar on the main 
level, with a larger bar and dance floor in 
the basement. Trendy restaurants and shops 
are available close by with an extensive and 
excellent range of wares and fare. The 
other gay and lesbian area is off Bank Street 
in the downtown core. The leather and 
denim crowd hangs out at the Centertown 
Pub (340 Somerset Street) West, although 
its Sunday t-dance attracts a busy, diverse 
crowd. Two blocks away, the young, trendy 
and self-absorbed gays and lesbians 
frequent ICON (366 Lisgar, just off Bank 
Street), especially on Saturdays, which is 
two blocks away. This club offers three 
levels to three different crowds: the lower 
level caters more to lesbians and plays 
retro; the main floor is a quiet bar with a 
pool table and a comfortable area for 
conversation; and the upper level is dark, 
cruisy and Joud! Unlike the trendy market 
region, the Bank Street area is a student 
ghetto and offers cheap restaurants and 
“whole earth” stores. 

Getting to Ottawa is very easy, and in 
these days of the battered dollar, it’s a value 
that should be considered. 
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Oliver: not the musical 


by Norm Sacuta 

News that first broke in Outlooks of the 
proposed opening of Down Under, the largest 
gay bath house in the province, spread like 
wildfire in the Edmonton media this past 
month. For almost a week-and-a-half in late 
January, articles about the sauna figured 
prominently in both major papers and led off 
the local television news casts (ITV and 
CFRN) for two consecutive evenings. “New 
Haven for Gays” cried a page 3 article in the 
Edmonton Sun, the first of the local media to 
break the story. The local CBC radio was the 
first of the electronic media on the scene, and 
offered a fairly balanced interview with co- 
owner Jim McBride the same day as the 
article in the Sun appeared. 

Television coverage primarily focussed 
on what was perceived to be the major 
worries of Oliver (the downtown residential 
area where the sauna opened), and largely 
featured interviews with elderly residents of 
the neighbourhood focussing, in particular, 
on the elegant high-rises located right across 
from the sauna on Jasper Avenue. 

Newspaper coverage, particularly in the 
Edmonton Journal, dealt more with the 
legality of the planned sauna and the inability 
of local politicians (particularly Councilor 
Allan Bolstad) to put a stop to the business. 
Provided all requirements for business 
permits and public health approval were met, 
Down Under could not be stopped from 
opening, and even the most conservative 
business and religious leaders conceded there 
was nothing legally to be done. 

But some suggestions were made, in 
particular by religious leaders, for the 
redraughting of bylaws such that “sex 
industry” businesses would be forced to 
concentrate in specific areas of the city, away 
from apparently delicate sensibilities. This 
led to vigorous debate in the local media over 
what such a definition of “sex industry” 
might include, since the assumption that 
people will be having sex within the locked 
compartments at Down Under is not too far 
removed from the concept of people having 


sex in any rented space, including hotel 
rooms. Would hotels, therefore, be included 
in this definition of “sex industry’’? 

Late in the media coverage, the Globe 
and Mail ran an article that largely fed the 
Eastern Canadian perception of Edmonton as 
a redneck city in a redneck province unable to 
handle the arrival of gay culture, proving that 
a single issue can be made to feed many 
different media agendas. 

Down Under opened without much 
fanfare, and absolutely minimal publicity on 
February Sth, a few days later than planned 
due to construction delays caused by 
unrelenting media interruption. Co-owner 
Jim McBride noted that he received almost 
no calls of protest about the sauna, despite the 
publicity, and business has been steady since 
the doors opened. McBride has also noted 
the fairly substantial number of people 
checking into the sauna from outside the 
active community, a fair indication that the 
publicity, at very least, helped those who 
might not have otherwise known about the 
facility’s existence. 


THE ISSUE OF OLIVER 

A more pressing issue that’s been raised 
by the media frenzy surrounding the opening 
of the sauna is the complete invisibility of the 
Oliver-based gay community within that 
coverage. With the exception of a single 
editorial in the Edmonton Journal (which 
specifically mentioned the numbers of gay- 
owned businesses as well as gay men living 
in the area), another column by the Journal’s 
Liane Faulder that included conversations 
with gay men, and the Globe and Mail article, 
the media seemed to lack any gay awareness 
regarding downtown in general, and the 
Oliver/124th Street area in particular. 
Television coverage was constructed to show 
the residents of the area as primarily elderly 
and straight, disgusted by the prospect of so 
much sex so close to home. 

The invisibility of the gay community, 
which has a great concentrated presence in 
Oliver, raises a number of questions about the 
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cost of that invisibility to gays in Edmonton 
and, more importantly, to the city as a whole. 

Case in point: this past week the 
Edmonton Klondike Days Association 
announced it had changed its name in order to 
better reflect the diverse number of festivals 
and events under its jurisdiction. The new 
name for that association? Edmonton Pride 
Events. 

One could assume two things about such 
a designation: either the gay community in 
this city is so ignored, so invisible, that the 
straight establishment really has no idea that 
every major gay festival in the world, from 
London to New York to Toronto to 
Edmonton is called a “Pride Event’, or there 
are a few subversive queers on the K-Days 
association who decided to have one off on 
the rest of the board. 

Either way, the issue is not that Klondike 
Days chose the name; rather, that the board 
members had no knowledge of a culture most 
civic leaders in other cities do know about. 
Queries to “Edmonton Pride” web sites, and 
requests for information packets, are now 
likely to be made increasingly by single men 
and women from out of town. One wonders 
if anyone at K-Days will notice. 

How does this situation reflect upon the 
depiction of the Oliver neighbourhood during 
the media coverage of the sauna’s opening? 
It seems obvious that the media, whether 
through complete ignorance or willful 
blindness, has chosen to ignore a 
demographic in Oliver that is not just a 
valuable cultural resource, but a significant 
economic one. 

I ventured into Oliver (an area whose 
borders are roughly defined as falling 
between 124th Street to the West, 109th 
Street to the east, 99 Avenue to the South and 
111 Avenue to the North) to talk to some of 
the gay men who lived there. The sauna was 
merely a starting point for discussion, and led 
to some interesting observations about gay 
life in Edmonton. 

“My building, a high-rise just off Jasper 
Avenue, has 257 suites in it,’ said David 
Hicks, an active member of the gay 
community and volunteer with Edmonton’s 
local gay choir. “Of those suites, I’d say at 
least 40 are rented by gay men.” 

Hicks and a friend, Scott Jensen, both 
contend that the Oliver area, while more 
subdued and certainly less concentrated in its 
gayness than Vancouver’s West End, still 
offers a kind of freedom that a gay ghetto 
sometimes lacks. The sauna has been 
perfectly situated, they argue. 

“In some ways you see more gays on the 
street in this neighbourhood, just walking 
around” Jensen noted. And while the West 
End is obviously a world unto itself, Oliver 
offers more integration—and, yes, more 
obliviousness—on the part of the straight 


Photo: 124th Street and Jasper Ave., by Norm Sacuta 


community. When a rainbow flag is put up, 
one can be fairly sure other gays will know 
what it’s about, and just as sure that many of 
the straights in Oliver will have no idea. 

Oblivion can sometimes be a kind of 
freedom from hassles—except, of course, 
when an issue rears its head. 

Twiggy, long-time local favourite of the 
drag community, also lives in the Oliver area. 
When asked what his guess was as to the 
number of gays in his high-rise, he estimated 
(conservatively) 50 percent. 

“Do I think people know about me? Of 
course they know, honey. When I leave the 
building in a dress and heels, it’s a little hard 
not to know. But [ve also been in the press, 
and stuff, so most people know.” 

Another relatively new resident to the 
area from Vancouver, Jeff Winkler, spoke 
more about the repercussions of invisibility 
rather than its subversive potential. 

“Tt’s just the assumption on the part of 
many of the people you meet in Edmonton, 
whether at work or on the street, that your 
experiences are the same as theirs. You begin 
to talk about your partner, or whatever, and 
their eyes sort of glaze over. They don’t want 
to hear about it because it’s still not a 
common topic of conversation. It would be 
nice to have that certain level of comfort.” 

Invisibility also leads to those who are 
out in the community in a public way; 
inevitably they are the ones who get phoned 
up and asked to comment when an issue 
arises. Delwin Vriend actually appeared on 
one of the local T.V. reports, being asked 
what he thought about the sauna, as did 
Edmonton’s gay city councillor Michael 
Phair and well-known gay advocate Murray 
Billett. Eventually the burden of being a 
spokesperson for everything gay must get a 
little tiring, and wouldn’t be nearly as much 
so if there were more out people in the 
community, and more members of the media 
aware of the of the city’s demographics. 

Meanwhile, articles continue to appear 
(though with less frequency) about Oliver 
residents’ concerns. A senior in the 
condominium complex who was earlier 
quoted as saying “that kind of lifestyle isn’t 
welcome in this neighbourhood”, followed 
up by noting he’d seen no noticeable increase 
in parking or noise since the sauna’s opening, 
but would be keeping a wary eye on the 
goings-on. Gays in the neighbourhood might 
be thrilled with the prospect of a straight 
senior citizen with binoculars letting his eyes 
stray from the unassuming entrance of Down 
Under to a few of the high-rises next to him. 
There, he might actually witness some of that 
sexual behavior that upsets him so... 


Please support our advertisers. 
They make Outlooks possibile. 


Meet Hot 
Local Guys 
Tonight! 


| calgary 


603-216-7770 


604-257-9225 


THE record, eet ox 
CONFIDENTIAL respond to ads 


CONNECTION’ oo FS Ee at i 


Just $2.99 per minute for certain optional features.18+.. Movo Media, Inc. 
takes no responsibility for personal meetings. 800-825-1598 


© 1997 Movo Media, Inc. 


pa a Ni 
En a a 
ey 


